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THE Most REVOLUTIONARY ADVANCE IN BARREL TECHNOLOGY SINCE 


+ Revolutionary new ceramic barrel liner lets bullet float on 
ceramic layer without touching the metal! 
* Barrel life prolonged to virtually indefinitely! 


+ Accuracy increases by 80%! 


» New barrel muzzle velocity increases up to 10% 


obturation)! 


+ Used barrel muzzle velocity increase up to 33% 


THE ULTIMATE IN LIFETIME BORE PRESERVATION FOR ANY PREMIUM RIFLE, PISTOL OR SHOT 


FROM THE WORLD’S GUN CaRE TECHNOLOGY LEADERS! 
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RIFLING! 


‘A 
* Reconditioning and protection against wear of all barre! bore 
surfaces-smoothbores, rifles & pistols 
* Restoration of the geometry of the barrel bore ies 


* 800% increase in barrel surface wear resistance & end rance! 
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The OTIS LifeLiner™ is a revolutionary new Nano 
Ceramic micro composite that fuses to the inside of 
the rifle bore under the heat and pressure of the 
normal bullet firing cycle. Applied in a three stage 
gel form, atomic sized particles embed in the metal 
surface and form a ceramic metal fusion compos- 
ite that nears 80 rockwell hardness, effectively 
nearly 800% harder than the best chromium plated 
barrels available today. Properly applied, it can 
prolong the bore-life of a barrel virtually indefinitely. 
The new surface is mixture of the hardness of ce- 


ramic interwoven with the metal molecules alot like. 
‘wal contact with the bullet. 


@ concrete pillar. Metal functions like re-bar'and the 
cerarnic like concrete-only'at paral ite moleoylar 
level! 

Nane- CeramioiMetallio. 


\ tectinglogy. \ 
“Cerltets”-have proven reeger) inracing 6's 


aerospace applications. When applied to the inside 
of a piston engine, the friction reduction is so great 
the engine can run for a time completely without 
oil. Without LifeLiner technology, the engine fric- 
tion would weld itself solid in a matter of seconds. 
With bore pressures in modern rifles 
exceeding 50,000 pounds of force per square inch, 
the friction, heat and pressure in a rifle barrel far 
exceed those of an engine. The OTIS LifeLiner 
provides a chemically fused ceramic surface that 
allows the bullet to glide down the barrel on a 
atoms-thin Liner that protects the metal from 


8 ‘it sounds) ‘amazing) but it works! Un- 
like Yopically’ ‘applied friction reducing liquids, the 
nano-ceramic (sub- micton) particles actually fuse 
tb, ine metal barrel state, filing in sia a 


barrel surfaces, 
eramic/metallic fu- 


to SAMMI spec's while providing newly incredible 
consistency in Shot-to-Shot velocity. Application 
is simple and Instructions are included. 
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Majer Joka 1, Phastes, USAR (Ret) 


and sharpshooting — the first such book 


8 1/2 x 11, hardcover, 895 photos and illus., 704 pp. #HSNIP 
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21st CENTURY KNIFE COMBAT 
with Kelly S. Worden 

Vol. 1: Unarmed Against the Blade 

Vol. 2: Long Blade Fighting Strategies 
Vol. 3: Blade Against Blade 

Knife fighting principles, techniques, and 
drills for blades of any length. Color, approx. 
310 min, #TFCSETDVD $149.95 


WEWIZ EARL 


F COOPER 


THE HISTORY OF SNIPING 
AND SHARPSHOOTING 


by Major John L. Plaster, USAR (Ret.) 
Thirty-six months in combat. Twenty-four years 
as a sniping instructor. Twenty years of exhaus- 
tive research, including decades spent seeking 
out hundreds of historic volumes long out of 
print, walking Revolutionary and Civil War bat- 
tlefields with a laser rangefinder, test-firing his- 
toric firearms, and visiting military museums in 
the United States and Europe. Only John Plaster, 
author of the highly acclaimed The Ultimate 
Sniper, has the background and knowledge to 
bring you this authoritative history of sniping 
from a combat rifleman’s unique perspective. 
$89.95 


SOG 
The Secret Wars of America’s 

Commandos in Vietnam 

by Major John L. Plaster 
This Paladin reissue contains an exclusive 
new foreword by Gen. John Singlaub, Chief 
SOG from 1966 to 1968. 6 x 9, hardcover, 
photos, 384 pp. #SOGSW $39.95 
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SNIPER 
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THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 
An Advanced Training Manual! for 
Military and Police Snipers, 
Updated and Expanded 

by Maj. John L. Plaster 

(USAR, Ret.) 

John Plaster’s classic book has been 
updated and expanded for the 21st 
century. This new edition includes the 
latest info on sniper rifles, scopes, 
ammo and gear; combat tactics and 
“lessons learned” from !rag and 
Afghanistan; ballistics and trajectory 
data; evolving technologles; sniper 


training programs; and more. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 584 pp. 
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SHOESTRING SURVIVALISM 
How to Prepare 
for Bad Times on a Budget 

by Andy James 

Leam dozens of low- or no-cost survival 

methods to prepare for any emergency. 

5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, photos, 198 pp. 

#SHOE $20.00 


$60.00 


THE PALADIN BOOK OF 
DANGEROUSLY FUN STUFF 
For Boys Who Never Really Grew Up 

This compilation offers something for 
everyone, including how to fly a plane, 
fight a duel, disable a tank and more! 

8 1/2 x 11, softcover, illus., 322 pp. 
#FUN $39.00 


Written by Jeff Cooper in the 1950s and 1960s, these shooting books are among his earliest works. These | 


important texts showcase the remarkable breadth and depth of Cooper’s knowledge of guns and shooting, as well as document the lasting influence he had 


on so many shooters. 
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CUSTOM RIFLES 
| More than just a book for customizers, 


FIGHTING HANDGUNS 


#COOPERSET 


GUNS OF THE OLD WEST 


Important aspects of carrying and shoot- 


A factual account of the guns used during 


$40.00 | 


HANDGUNS AFIELD 
Ail aspects of hunting with handguns, in- 


| this offers excellent information on what 
affects rifle performance. 7 x 10, soft- 
cover, photos, 132 pp. #GR $15.00 


ing a fighting handgun under combat 
conditions. 7 x 10, softcover, photos, 
132 pp. #FH $15.00 


cluding handguns, cartridges, holsters and 
shooting small and large game. 7 x 10, 
softcover, fai 68 pp. #HA $10.00 


and after one of the most romanticized and 
misconstrued periods in U.S. history. 7 x 10, 
softcover, photos, 68 pp. #G0W $10.00 
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NRA-ILA: “Yes We Can... Ban Guns.“ Obama Announces 


Gun Ban Agenda before the Final Vote Count Is In 


By Wayne LaPierre, Executive Vice President, National Rifle Association and 
Chris W. Cox, Executive Director, NRA Institute for Legislative Action 


Senator Barack Obama’s presidential 
campaign slogan, “the audacity of 
hope,” should have instead been “the 
audacity of deceit.” After months of 
telling the American people that he sup- 
ports the Second Amendment, and only 
hours after being declared the president- 
elect, the Obama transition team website 
announced an agenda taken straight 
from the anti-gun lobby—four initiatives 
designed to ban guns and drive law- 
abiding firearm manufacturers and deal- 
ers out of business. 


“Making the expired federal assault 
weapons ban permanent.” Perhaps no 
other firearm issue has been more dis- 
honestly portrayed by gun prohibition- 
ists. Notwithstanding their predictions 
that the ban’s expiration in 2004 would 
bring about the end of civilization, for 
the last four years the nation’s murder 
rate has been lower than anytime since 
the mid-1960s. Studies for Congress, the 
Congressional Research Service, the Na- 
tional Institute of Justice, the National 
Academy of Sciences, and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention have 
found no evidence that gun prohibition 
or gun control reduces crime. Guns that 
were affected by the ban are used in 
only a tiny fraction of violent crime— 
about 35 times more people are mur- 
dered without any sort of firearm 
(knives, bare hands, etc.) than with “as- 
sault weapons.” Obama says that “as- 
sault weapons” are machine guns that 
“belong on foreign battlefields,” but that 
is a lie; the guns are only semi-auto- 
matic, and they are not used by a mili- 
tary force anywhere on the planet. 


“Repeal the Tiahrt Amendment.” The 
amendment—endorsed by the Fraternal 
Order of Police—prohibits the release of 
federal firearm tracing information to 
anyone other than a law enforcement 
agency conducting a bona fide criminal 
investigation. Anti-gun activists oppose 
the restriction, because it prevents them 
from obtaining tracing information and 


using it in frivolous lawsuits against 
law-abiding firearm manufacturers. 
Their lawsuits seek to obtain huge finan- 
cial judgments against firearm manufac- 
turers when a criminal uses a gun to 
inflict harm, even though the manufac- 
turers have complied with all applicable 
laws. 


“Closing the gun show loophole.” 
There is no “loophole.” Under federal 
law, a firearms dealer must conduct a 
background check on anyone to whom 
he sells a gun, regardless of where the 
sale takes place. A person who is not a 
dealer may sell a gun from his personal 
collection without conducting a check. 
Gun prohibitionists claim that many 
criminals obtain guns from gun shows, 
though the most recent federal survey of 
convicted felons put the figure at only 
0.7 percent. Prohibitionists also claim 
that non-dealers should be required to 
conduct checks when selling guns at 
shows, but the legislation they support 
goes far beyond imposing that lone re- 
quirement. In fact, anti-gun members of 
Congress voted against that limited 
measure, holding out for a broader bill 
intended to drive shows out of business. 


“Making guns in this country child- 
proof.” “Childproof” is a codeword for a 
variety of schemes designed to prevent 
the sale of firearms by imposing impos- 
sible or highly expensive design require- 
ments, such as biometric shooter- 
identification systems. While no one op- 
poses keeping children safe, the fact is 
that accidental firearm-related deaths 
among children have decreased 86 per- 
cent since 1975, even as the numbers of 
children and guns have risen dramati- 
cally. Today, the chances of a child being 
killed in a firearm accident are less than 
one ina million. 


Copyright 2008, National Rifle Association of 
America, Institute for Legislative Action. This 
may be reproduced, It may not be reproduced for 
commercial purposes. 
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DID JIMMY CARTER’S CIA STING DESTROY 
PIC OLE VATNALENS  wsnsistucisaoe racbestttissacevel MPR sccasstseeraguscnsinddecenne 14 Be 
Today, Zimbabwe is in the headlines due to the thuggish misrule of Robert Mugabe. 
Thirty years ago, the country was known as Rhodesia, which was fighting a des- 
perate action against Mugabe's guerillas. Rhodesia was barely holding on... until 
Jimmy Carter took office, and set the stage for Mugabe’s ascent. 

By Joseph C. Smith 


SOG SOLD OUT BY NVA TRAITOR..........cccscsserceecsersnsernersssnseeness 28 
The men of the Military Assistance Command Vietnam Studies and Observation 
Group (MACV-SOG) carried out some of the most dangerous missions under the 
cloak of secrecy — their stories were first told in the pages of SOF. However, new 
revelations prove that an enemy spy compromised many SOG operations. 

By John Stryker Meyer 


COL. HOARE’S PLAN TO COMMIE-PROOF AFRICA.............. 54 
Colonel Mike Hoare was one of Africa’s most famous mercenaries, and fought the 
expansion of communism in the Congo and Seychelles, among other places. How- 
ever, his views on the most important step in ensuring the defeat of communism 
didn’t involve mercenaries or weapons. His tale was so out-of-the-box, that it 
stunned those who heard it. By Joseph C. Smith 


KIMBER’S GOLD COMBAT IL........-.200ees00 viaadnh anaes oseonsarsidessdssenae? 
As the 1911 nears a century of service, it is still going strong in service with mili- 
tary, law enforcement, and private-sector users. Here, Gary Paul Johnston exam- 
ines Kimber’s Gold Combat II — one of the latest versions of John Moses 
Browning’s masterpiece. By Gary Paul Johnston 


COMMAND GUIDANCE ........ssssssecssccssesecsssees 6 
“Yes We Can... Ban Guns” 

By Wayne LaPierre, Executive Vice President, National 
Rifle Association and Chris W. Cox, Executive Director, 
NRA Institute for Legislative Action 
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From An Air Force Crew Chief, SOF Boosts Morale, and Protect and Defend 


Don’t Forget Us Contractors! By Lt. Col. Oliver North, USMC (Ret.) 
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The LaRue Tactical A Dot™ replaces the rear sight in seconds 
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MORE GEORGIA ON A SOFER’S 


MIND 

I can’t figure out what happened in 
Georgia. What were they thinking? 

If the problem is Ossetian bandits, 
the answer is light infantry and sen- 
sors. You restrict their movement 
and hunt them down. NATO could 
provide the material needed for that. 
That's a low-level problem for police 
and border troops. 

If the problem is retaking South 
Ossetia, how could the Georgians 
look at their forces and think they 
could win? Didn’t they believe the 


TAPCO COLLAPSIBLE STOCK =< ; 
WITH BUTTPAD i —_ 


Russians would attack? No plans to 
seal the Roki Tunnel? No plans to 
play GM 100 on Russian columns on 
narrow roads in steep valleys with 
rocket barrages? Mines? No prior 
preparation of the terrain to maxi- 
mize the chances of success? Occu- 
pation plans? What about Abkhazia 
military /occupation plans? This 
makes Saddam’s Gulf War planning 
look brilliant. 

Or was it a setup to disgrace the 
Georgian military leadership so they 
could be removed? I can’t believe 
any competent advisor would EVER 
tell the Georgians what they were 
planning would work. “You’re doing 
a helluva job, Brownie” is a gross un- 
derstatement of competence. 


Larry A. Altersitz 
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The TAPCO Intrafuse® Rifle System integrates advanced 
ergonomics, visual design, and uncompromised 
performance...the ultimate fusion of form and function. 


TAPCO arms you with one system to personalize your weapon 
with the most durable and complete line of weapon accessories 
available, Our US-made rifle stock and accessories offer tactical 
solutions for any weapon or mission, and every TAPCO product Is 
backed with over 20 years of craftsmanship and field expertise. 


The TAPCO INTRAFUSE® Rifle System.engineered for your environment. 


Order TAPCO INTRAFUSE® Rifle System products todoy, or contact us for a FREE 
TAPCO Catalog or for more information on TAPCO quality products and dealers. 


800-554-1445 » Fax 800-226-1662 - TAPCO.com 
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THIS? 


the ultra-high-tech Comanche 


THEY DUMPED COMANCHE FOR 


stealth helicopter in favor of a new 
Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter. 
The big reason? Cost. Fast forward 
four and a half years, and now the 


Back in 2004, the Army cancelled 


WEAPON SYSTEMS SECOND TO NONE 


» SYSTEMS » SUPPORT 
» ACCESSORIES » TRAINING 
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www.dsarms.com 


P.O. Box 370 Barrington, IL 60011 © Tel: 847-277-7258 
Fax: 847-277-7259 ¢ Email: customerservice1 @dsarms.com 


Army is cancelling its Comanche re- 
placement, the ARH-70 Arapaho, 
due to cost overruns. 

In other words, they dumped the 
Comanche for what was supposed 
to be an easy and cheap alternative — 
which has now been cancelled be- 
cause after a 70 percent cost overrun, 
the manufacturer couldn’t get it 
right! Considering that the Co- 
manche could have been well on the 
way to being fielded by our troops 
by now had it not been cancelled, 
this is outrageous. 


STEVE SCHREINER ON NRA 
BOARD 

Steve Schreiner, the President of 
the Firearms Coalition of Colorado, 
was recently elected to fill an unex- 
pired term on NRA’s Board of Direc- 
tors. However, he still has to run in 
the next election in order to win a 
full term. In the upcoming Board of 
Directors election, be sure to vote for 
Steve Schreiner. 


SINCE OBAMA WON... 
In the 24 hours since Barack 
Obama won the 2008 election: 
* Hamas has fired almost three 
dozen rockets from Gaza into Israel. 
* Russia has announced plans to 
forward-deploy Iskander missiles 
targeted against America’s missile 
defense bases in Eastern Europe. 

* Tran started talking tough about 
American helicopters flying near 
their border. 


HOW MUCH FOR AN “AS-IS” 
BOAT? 

We note that two dozen refur- 
bished Whiskey-class submarines 
are being offered for sale as pleasure 
craft. Cost: $497,000. It’s not bad for 
a 1950s design. Here’s the bad news: 
All the cool stuff’s been taken off. If 
you’re thinking about a new pleas- 
ure craft that may be a little out of 
the ordinary, go to 

Continued on page 27 
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CIA Stine Vestroy 
A Cold War Ally? 
How Mugabe Rags Conge of communis 


By Joseph C. Smith 


iE CIA FOLDSITS N 

In stunned disbelief, Africa’s most 
famous mercenary, Col. “Mad” Mike 
Hoare, watched the CIA fold its tent 
in Africa circa 1976-77. 

“Almost overnight, the ClA—once 
the world’s greatest intelligence-gath- 
ering service and a major tool in 
American administration—ceased to 
count in the affairs of Africa. This 
came, regrettably, at the precise mo- 
ment when the future of Africa south 


of the Equator was in the melting pot, 


and those of us who had reason to 
know the CIA’s potential for good... 
mourned its passing.” said Hoare in 
his 2008 foreword for the re-printed 


Seo 
we Sy 


Became The 


Castro of 
Africa 


CONGO WARRIORS. 


The fiercely anti-communist Hoare, 


whose mercenary “Wild Geese” 


never guessed the CIA hadn't 
folded its tent but had simply 
begun working the other side of 
the street. 

Under President Jimmy Carter, 
in 1977 the CIA launched a mas- 
sive sting operation bent on de- 
stroying tiny, anti-commiunist 
Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) so that 
Carter’s choice—Marxist Robert 
Mugabe—could be installed by 
any means. And they did it “in the 
clear” inside Rhodesia in one of the 
slickest spy operations ever. 

All of central and southern Africa 

Continued on page 14 
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Capt. Joseph 
Columbus Smith 
briefs machine 
gunners from B 
Company, 1 Bn, 
~*~ Rhodesian African 

™ Rifles, in late 1978 
before an operation 
against communist 
terrorists bent on 

~~. seizing control in 

_@ Rhodesia. 
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Jimmy Carter’s CIA 


was under communist onslaught, i.e., 
‘Tiberation movements” from 1960 
onward. The Russians, and later the 
Chinese, both hungry for strategic 
minerals, partially or totally spon- 
sored and armed ALL the “liberation” 
movements that swept Africa. 


TARGETING COMMUNIST 
CAMPS 


Montana-size Rhodesia, just north 
of South Africa, began resisting a 
Marxist takeover bid from 1965 
through the end of 1979. With the 
same British heritage spirit that built 
the empire, Rhodesians repelled the 
commies by vigorous army and po- 
lice patrolling in the Tribal Trust 
Lands and precision “externals” 
(Rhodesian military operations 
which targeted terrorist camps in 
countries bordering on 
Rhodesia—RKB) on communist camps 
in the Marxist sanctuaries of Mozam- 
bique and Zambia. 

Communist terrorists (we called 
them CTs) invaded Rhodesia in 
groups of six to 60, led by Marxist po- 
litical commissars. They often raced 
across Lake Kariba in East German 
Zodiacs to land terrorists in Rhodesia. 
(The terror leader of one of these two 
groups was Marxist Robert Mugabe, 
who has held Zimbabwe in an iron 
grip for 28 years.) 

With just a few hundred thousand 
whites and six million blacks, and the 
world against them, tiny Rhodesia 
was running short of men—not ex- 
pertise—and began recruiting “rifles” 
from outside their borders, including 
“Yank” veterans of Vietnam like my- 
self. We were fully integrated into 
Rhodesia’s Army and police units 
that were then the toughest anti-in- 
surgency force on the planet. 


BLACK ANTI-COMMUNISTS 
Lest anyone hallucinate about a 
snow white force, more than 70 per- 
cent of both our police and army were 
black Africans, effective BLACK anti- 
communists who fought shoulder to 
shoulder with whites. In the last few 
years of the war we had black officers. 
[had the privilege of commanding 
African soldiers in the oldest unit, the 
Rhodesian African Rifles, for the last 
37 months of the Rhodesian bush war. 
Jimmy Carter, who was inaugu- 
rated in January 1977, assigned civil 


Continued from page 14 


rights icon Andrew Young the portfo- 
lio of U.S. Ambassador to the UN, 
and designated him African affairs 
point man. Almost immediately it be- 
came clear that Carter and Young had 


Mugabe in 1991 


anointed life-long Marxist Robert Mu- 
gabe—the most sinister of the con- 
tenders for leadership—to be 
Zimbabwe/Rhodesia’s new leader. 
They bowed to the pressure from 
neighboring “one-party” state African 
dictators who insisted that “Comrade 
Mugabe” take the helm next door. 

Carter also decided to scuttle 
Rhodesia via a massive CIA sting op- 
eration, in which famous author 
Robin Moore was the guidon. Moore, 
who created the legend of the Green 
Berets with his book The Green Berets, 
also authored The Happy Hooker and 
The French Connection. (The Green 
Berets inspired a movie of the same 
name starring John Wayne.) 


THE MOST HIGH-PROFILE 
ANTI-COMMUNIST OF 1977 


When Robin Moore set foot in 
Rhodesia in 1977, he was the most 
high-profile anti-communist and al- 
legedly pro-Rhodesian American in 
country. And he had in tow a real life, 
active duty, Green Beret hero of the 
Vietnam War—Col. Vernon Gillespie. 
Rumor had it that John Wayne was 
modeled after Col. Gillespie, and add 
to this mix Robin’s stunner of a wife 
—actress Mary Olga—and you had 


the most exiting— and seemingly 
providential—trio to hit Salisbury, 
Rhodesia since the Rhodesian bush 
war began. 

For Rhodesians, already at war a 
decade, this glamorous trio must have 
seemed like the second coming, and 
just in the nick of time. Nearly out of 
resources and funds, Rhodesia had 
expended hundreds of lives in a clas- 
sic Cold War chapter for an appar- 
ently ungrateful West. 

But the new gang in town offered 
hope of recognition by the USA and 
the Brits as well as redemption in the 
eyes of the world. Col. Gillespie, 
while in mufti, openly presented him- 
self as an active-duty Green Beret 
colonel, and I was told presented 
himself as an element of the “Com- 
pany” (CIA), that was fighting se- 
cretly to lift sanctions and bring 
Rhodesia into the mainstream. 


“THE CRIPPLED EAGLES” 

With kind of a “wink wink,” he left 
the impression he was a savior who 
could make miracles happen if only 
he were given access to the big pic- 
ture, Army headquarters, thinking the 
“cavalry had arrived,” gave him carte 
blanche and permission to travel the 
country. Soon the glamorous trio was 
ensconced in a Salisbury mansion 
Robin Moore re-named “The Ameri- 
can Embassy of Good Will” and head- 
quarters for an organization called 
“The Crippled Eagles” —an organiza- 
tion allegedly sympathetic to those 
Americans (like me) who were bitter 
about their loss in Vietnam and keen 
to win a Cold War chapter (he had 
that part right). 

To herd us in, Moore broadcast a 
standing invitation to homesick 
Americans on R & R (rest and recre- 
ation) to show up any weekend for 
free cold beer and hot dogs and ham- 
burgers. Soon “The Embassy” was a 
magnet for any Rhodesian soldier or 
officer back from the “sharp end” for 
a few days. Of course, after a few cold 
ones, they talked. 


COL. GILLESPIE AND HIS 


SILLY PLOY 
My only encounter with Col. Gille- 
spie happened at a training site near 
Essexvale, Rhodesia in the first half of 
1977. Six of us “Yanks” were part of a 
Continued on page 18 
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large classical war 
exercise when out 
of nowhere, Col. 
Gillespie arrived 
with an Army 
chauffeur and 
asked that all the 
“Yanks” be sent to 
him. His mission 
had the blessing of 
Army Headquarters 
in Salisbury. 

There was some- 
thing vaguely sinis- 
ter and transparent 
about Gillespie and 
his silly ploy to gather 
information about 
each of us. He told his 
fellow countrymen he 
was trying to get the 
word out about Rhode- 
sia’s lonely struggle, 
and we could help the 


cause by filling out infor- 

mation on his “Hometowner” press 
release forms. As former US Army 
officers, we were all familiar and 
comfortable with the “Hometowner” 


Trooper Joseph Patrick Byrne, 
killed in October 1978, was one 
of the last of the seven Ameri- 
cans killed in action during 
Rhodesia’s 14-year Cold War 
struggle against a Soviet/Chi- 
nese-inspired insurgency. 


Special Forces officer Lt. Joseph C. Smith (left) receiving his second Bronze 
Star medal for achievement (Aug. 1969) in Vietnam from 5th Special Forces 


, Group commander Col. Alexander Lemberes. Smith served as information 


officer for all Green Berets in Vietnam, and escorted the press to remote 
Special Forces camps in the Central Highlands. 


release format. 

As the former information officer 
and spokesman for all the Green 
Berets in Vietnam, I was intimately fa- 
miliar with the form. You printed 


your name, home address, and mili- 
tary unit on the form, which was then 
sent to your hometown paper. Ina 
few weeks the local paper published 


Continued on page 20 
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a small blurb about Specialist Numb 


Gums getting transferred to Ft. Bragg. 


Mom and Dad loved it 


REFUSING TO KOWTOW 
TO A MOLE 


Gillespie also wanted tape record- 
ings from all of us so he could send 
the tapes to “friendly” radio stations. 
Obvious to me, but not to my fellow 
officers, was that few Rhodesia- 
friendly news outlets existed in the 
USA or anyplace else. What Gillespie 
wanted, of course, was information 
he could send to Langley, Virginia 
about us Yanks. But was Langley the 
only recipient of the information? 

To my shock, the other Yanks 
jumped to Gillespie’s request; but I 
did an “about face” and walked out 
of the tent. Of course, Col. Gillespie 
invited us all to the “American Em- 
bassy” in Salisbury on our next R & 
R 


Really curious, I DID show up at 
the pseudo-embassy on my next R & 
R, and was immediately met by 
Robin Moore and his dazzling wife 
Mary Olga. After a few pleasantries, 
Robin directed me toward the cold 
beer and hamburgers. But I hadn’t 
taken two steps before I was mobbed 
by a half dozen photographers who 
took my picture from every angle. 
Not a word about “Hometowners” 
from them. They said nothing and 
disappeared as quickly as they ap- 
peared. 

Ijoined the other Rhodesian sol- 
diers, mostly bearded Selous Scouts, 
and shook hands with their famous 
commander, Col. Ron Reid-Dally. It 
was an honor. I was the only Yank 
that afternoon. But, as they say, I 
knew I had been “made,” so I left and 
never returned. (When I finished my 
37-month tour at the war’s end and 
returned to the USA, I discovered I 
had been blackballed by every secu- 
rity firm that had any connection or 
contract with the US government.) 


THE SLICKEST OF SCHEMES 
But Moore and Gillespie had the 
slickest of schemes. March ina real 
war hero along with the world’s most 
famous anti-communist novelist, and 
throw a lifeline to a drowning nation. 
And do it in the open, in the clear, 
and it works from all angles. Good 


Continued from page 18 


Rhodesian sol- 
diers and officers, 
convinced they 
are saving their 
nation, funnel 
valuable intelli- 
gence to Moore 
and Gillespie. 

Unit names and 
troop strengths. 
Tactics, weapons, 
troop movements 
and future opera- 
tions plans. The 
usual. All to CIA 
HQ in Langley, Vir- 
ginia, but did it ever 
reach the hands of a 
Robert Mugabe or 
the other terror fac- 
tion leader—Joshua 
Nkomo? Did any of 
that spy data end up killing Rhode- 
sians or Americans? 


CIA INVOLVED IN TOPPLING 


RHODESIA 

Seven Americans were killed fight- 
ing communists armed with AK-47s 
and shoulder-fired antitank rockets 
(RPG rockets). They were Sgt. Hugh 
P. McCall, Sgt. Richard L. Biederman, 
Corporal John A. Coey, Trooper 
George C. Clarke, Trooper Frank P. 
Battaglia, Trooper Stephen M. Dwyer, 
and Trooper Joseph P. Byme. All saw 
their fight as a noble anti-communist 
fight for the survival of the West. Two 
of the Americans—Set. McCall and 
Trooper Byrne—were killed AFTER 
Robin Moore’s entourage arrived in 
Salisbury. 

Trooper Joseph Patrick Byrne— 
killed by an AK-47 round—was the 
favorite uncle of New Jersey busi- 
nessman Rich Byrne, who still grieves 
and has lingering questions he 
planned to ask Robin Moore before 
the famous author died in February 
of 2008. 

“I have long suspected that the CIA 
was involved in the toppling of 
Rhodesia and have had my suspi- 
cions about my uncle’s best friend 
Robin Moore. There is little doubt 
that Gillespie was the CIA operative 
in the field who was throwing vital 
information over the fence to his case 
officer. One just has to wonder who 
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Front cover of the famous Contact. This book, by John Lovett, 
is out of print, but used copies were available for anywhere 
from $124 to $199 on amazon.com. 


else was involved in this CIA ring,” 
said Byrne. 

“The whole thing stinks. It always 
has. In fact, Robin opened his house 
up to me and I was to spend some 
time with him right before he became 
ill. [had many questions for him and 
he seemed receptive to answer them 
for me, but ended up ona ventilator a 
few days later. Now the truth goes 
with him,” Byrne said. 


A STORY OF BETRAYAL 

“The only thing I know for certain 
is that Robin brought my uncle to 
Rhodesia and felt extremely guilty 
about his death. So much so that he 
dedicated his book The White Tribe to 
him and named the character Carey 
O'Donnell after him.” 

Digging for the truth, Rich Byrne 
unearthed what I call the “smoking 
gun.” A May 2000 letter that Robin 
Moore sent to his mentor and hero, 
retired Lt. Gen. William P. Yarbor- 
ough, who molded the Vietnam-era 
Green Berets and whose name has 
been linked to many CIA operations. 
The letter, from Gen. Yarborough’s 
archive, is a paean by Moore to his 
hero on Yarborough’s 88th birthday. 

“...And when you mentioned 
Rhodesia and Ian Smith and Peter 
Walls to me, I got all fired up all over 
again. And at fifty, ten years after 
Vietnam, I took off for Rhodesia in 
1976 after considerable briefing from 
you,” writes Moore. “That was a 


great adventure which we shared and 
I was always glad you saw and stayed 
at my ‘American Embassy of Good 
Will.’ My guys, former Berets, Brits, 
Aussies, Germans, Frenchmen, For- 
eign Legionnaires, put up a great fight 
alongside the Africans who wanted 
freedom, not a communist Mugabe 
and Nkomo,” Moore continued. 

“Sad to say, I couldn’t beat a combi- 
nation of Jimmy Carter, Andy Young, 
the lefty Brits led by Dr. Owens and, of 
course, the adder in my own fruit bas- 
ket, Vernon Gillespie (who of course 
was only obeying his orders from 
Jimmy Carter’s CIA). That was why I 
did not give the go ahead to the many 
Americans and others who wanted to 
take him out on a patrol from which 
he would not return. 


“I don’t know whether I ever told 
you,” said Moore, “but the guys even 
tried to get Mary Olga to give the exe- 
cution order. Fortunately, by then she 
had enough experience behind her to 
realize these guys didn’t joke. They 
meant it, they just wanted orders from 


what they considered to be the top of 
their group to do it,” Moore con- 
cluded. 

Moore left Rhodesia sometime in 
1978. We held our first majority rule 
election in April 1979, and it was 
deemed to fair and open by interna- 
tional observers. Methodist Bishop 
Abel Muzorewa garnered 54 percent 
of the votes, including mine. A referen- 
dum before the election indicated 85 
percent of the whites were in favor of 
majority rule, but NOT one-party 
Marxist rule. 

After the election, Zimbabwe 
/ Rhodesia held its collective breath 
and waited for British recognition and 
lifting of sanctions. But behind the 
scenes, Ambassador Andrew Young 
lobbied for a second election to ensure 
Marxist Robert Mugabe actually came 
to power to appease the wishes of 
post-colonial African dictators in the 
neighborhood. 


While the fate of tiny Rhodesia 
teetered in the balance from April to 


September, the normally high profile 
Robin Moore seemed to drop off the 
radar. Not a peep. Did someone make 
him an offer he couldn’t refuse? 
Twelve years later, when Zimbabwe 
was lost to a Marxist tyrant, Robin 
wrote The White Tribe and dedicated it 
to Rich’s uncle—Trooper Joseph 
Patrick Byrne. Publishing the book in 
1991, Robin says in the foreword, “It is 
the story of betrayal of pro-Western 
Rhodesia to the ‘stabilizing’ commu- 
nists in Africa.” 

The novel seems to be a very close 
fictional overlay of the scene I ob- 
served. Novel character Alvin Glen- 
lord could be Vernon Gillespie and 
Robin Moore could be the Roger 
Masefield character. In real time, 
Robin observed Gillespie spying on 
Rhodesia and made no public outcry 
in 1977, ‘78, or ‘79. 

Gillespie was not the only Green 
Beret operating at the time in Rhode- 
sia, I learned quite by accident more 
than a decade after returning to the 
USA. As a former Green Beret and 
Vietnam veteran, I was a member of 
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Chapter XV—San Antonio, of the 
Special Forces Association. We held 
our annual picnics at Canyon Lake. 

At the 2002 event, Chapter Presi- 
dent Armando Canales brought 
one of our members over and said 
to me, “Mike was also in Rhodesia 
and you two guys ought to meet.” 
Immediately Mike asked me if I 
knew a certain Rhodesian officer 
and, stunned and excited, I said, 
“Yes, he was one of my com- 
manders! How do you know 
him?” A long and painful silence 
followed and I stupidly asked, 
“Were there many of us (Green 
Berets) over there?” 


“Yes,” Mike replied, and an- 
other sad silence enveloped us 
before Mike asked—without 
wanting an answer, “I was on 
the wrong side, wasn’t I?” 

I didn’t ‘Tespond. We never 
spoke again. Why would we? No 
anger. Had I been in uniform, and or- 
dered to go to Rhodesia, of course I 
would have gone. I have no idea 


Lt. R. J. Cook, a platoon leader with B Company, drinking with his men. 


what Mike and the other Special Jimmy Carter’s selection—Robert 

Forces guys were doing in Rhodesia. | Mugabe—would become “The Castro 
In an 8 March, 1980, San Antonio of Africa.” 

Express News article, I predicted My predictions have come true. 4 
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Spc. Northern crouches behind a Taion EOD robot that serves in the Global War on Terror. 


Text and Photos by 
Sgt. David Turner, USA, 
Multi-National Division — 
Center 


The threat of improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) is still very real, espe- 
cially to the Soldiers who travel the 
roads of Iraq and conduct dis- 
mounted patrols in its neighbor- 
hoods. Improvements in tactics and 
technology and operations to cap- 
ture or kill bomb makers and em- 
placers have diminished the threat, 
but safeguarding Soldiers and civil- 
ians from IEDs is still a vital part of 
the Task Force Mountain mission. 

Multi-National Division—Center 
(MNC-C) coordinates several teams 
focused on neutralizing the threat 


Yay 


from IEDs. Capt. Richard Turvey, 
operations and targeting officer of 
the IED-defeat cell, manages and 
supports these teams from his loca- 
tion at MND-C headquarters at 
Camp Victory, Baghdad. “We pro- 
vide the capability to go up above 
division level to corps, or even all 
the way back to the States to get 
questions answered,” said Turvey, of 
Three Rivers, Mich. 


“We provide training for how to 
react to IEDs, provide counter-IED 
training — how to spot them (tactics, 
techniques, and procedures [TTP)). 
If we see a new trend, say there’s a 
new trend going on up north, we 
push that information to the guys in 
our area and hopefully ... we can 
come up with a way to react to it 
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that can become a new TIP, a 
new standard,” he said. 
The threat of IEDs is gradu- 
ally decreasing overall in 

% _ Iraq, but it’s also changing, 

=said Turvey. “Compared to last 
year, we've been lucky here in 
MND-Center. [TED attacks] have 
been down over the past couple 
of weeks, about 30 percent versus 
the previous 90 days, and if you 
look at the numbers from last year, 
it’s a significant decrease. I’m not 
going to say there is no threat, but 
it’s getting less.” 

“We've been finding a lot of 
caches; we’ve gotten better at detect- 
ing IEDs, but as we get better, they 
get better. Just as soon as we think 
we've got something beat, they 
change one of their TTPs or they get 
somebody back, or someone all of 
the sudden comes in that’s a very 
well-trained bomb maker or bomb 
emplacer,” he said. 


EW iE 
Recent emerging trends include 

magnetic IEDs attached to vehicles 
and “flashlight” IEDs — ordinary 
flashlights filled with explosive and 
connected to a trip wire, needing 
only to be picked up to detonate. 
There is also the continuing threat of 
deep-buried IEDs, some placed 
months or years ago. 

Continued on page 26 
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IED Defeat Celi Defuses Insurgents’ Tactics continued trom page 24 


The targets of IED attacks are also 
changing. Coalition soldiers used to 
be the main targets; now, Iraqi secu- 
rity forces (ISF) and government 
leaders are becoming targets of 
criminal and extremist groups. Al- 
Qaeda in Iraq is less active in the 
MND-C area of operations, but 
other extremist groups in the area 
have shown the will to use IEDs. 

To help the ISF combat these 
threats, the IED-defeat cell is help- 
ing combat brigades train local Iraqi 
army and Iraqi police forces. In 
Babil province, the 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division 
operates Lion Claw Academy, using 
the newest tactics and technology to 
train route clearance and IED de- 
feat. In addition to explosive ord- 
nance disposal robots, the MND-C 
IED-defeat cell helps by coordinat- 
ing the use of bomb-detection dogs. 

I G THE GEAR 

Asimilar training course is con- 
ducted in the 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air 
Assault) area of operations as well. 
New machines and techniques 
emerge, and the IED-defeat cell en- 
sures the brigades get the tools they 
need. 

“That's kind of what I 
see our role being, 
the longer we’re 
here and the 
more partner- 
ing we do,” 


Spc. Steven 
Northern, a ro- 
botics techni- 
cian from 
McAlister, 
Okla., works 
with a Talon 
explosive 
ordnance 
disposal 

robot at the 
Joint Ro- on 
botic Repair = — 
Detachment 
onCampVic- _ 
tory, Bagh- 

dad, Iraq. The 

Talon is the 

most widely 

used EOD robot 
currently in the- 
ater, and the JRRD 
is one of three facili- 
ties that keep them 
working. Approximately 
3,000 brave young robots 
are currently serving in Iraq. 


said Turvey. “We are 
going to provide more 
training resources 
and oversight to 
what the 
brigades are 
doing.” 
Brigades often 
have as few 
as one or two 
Soldiers ded- 
icated to 
IED-defeat; 
MND-C has 
28 personnel 
focused on 
the task and 
ready to sup- 
port them. 


a 4 4 | 


Vol: BAGHDAD 
The IED-defeat cell 
also gets support from 
other agencies to perform its 

mission. Task Force (TF) Troy pro- 
vides counter-IED training for Sol- 
diers, and civilian contractors in the 
Division Support Team provide 
valuable expertise on ways to detect 
and destroy devices. Both TF 
Mountain and the TF Troy issue 
“Red Hash” reports to alert 
units to emerging enemy 
tactics. 

TF Mountain even 
employs law enforce- 
ment professionals to 
perform sensitive- 

site analysis, similar 
to police forensics, 
which helps both 

coalition and IA 
soldiers use legal 
means to prose- 
cute terrorists. 

“They are ‘CSI 

Baghdad,’ basi- 

cally,” said Turvey. 


A MORPHING 
MISSION 
Turvey said that as 
TF Mountain’s mis- 
sion continues to 
change, so will his 
team’s. “It’s actually 
kind of a morphing mis- 
sion,” he said. “When we 
first got here, we assumed our 
role was going to be to target 


Task Force Mounitain’s IED-de- 
feat cell helps field new 
equipment such as “bomb- 
bots” to help combat 
brigades fight the 
changing threat of 
IEDs. 
networks of 
TED manufac- 
turers and 
emplacers, 
but as we’re 
here longer 
... the role of 
our cell 
changes, be- 
cause we can 
work with 
different civil- 
jan agencies 
that work for 
us, partnering 
with the IA or the 
IP, providing in- 
struction in different 
areas.” 
“We're just a conduit to 
these other organizations,” 


said Turvey. “We're kind of like [the 
brigades’] action arm up here. If we 
can’t provide any assistance, then 
we're really of no use to them. We 
don’t want to just be up here gather- 


ing data.” 4 
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B U LLETI N BOARD Continued from page 12 


http:/ /www.projectboats.com/ Now... well, let's just say that the 


whiskeysub.html. incoming Obama Administration 
One has to wonder... how much _ probably wasn’t likely to allow such 

would one with all the cool stuff raids, anyhow. We can hope that 

cost? this will shame some of these coun- 

IT’S BACK! tries into dealing with the terrorists. 
Barack Obama and Joe Biden DO-NOTHING KSK? 

have, it seems, decided to make The Germans have historically 


their push for more gun control part 
of their agenda, as SOF and the 
NRA, among others, have warned. 
Is it any wonder that since he was 
elected, guns and ammo are now 
flying off the shelves? Of course, 
within days of the heat coming 
down, parts of his agenda were 
being scrubbed from his website. 


ANOTHER SECRET BLOWN... 

It seems that when it comes to se- 
cret efforts in the War on Terror, the 
New York Times cannot help itself. 
Reports were that the may 
have been responsible in the past for 

. leaking the NSA’s surveillance ef- 
forts intended to help prevent the 
next 9/11. Has it now blown a new 
secret? It seems that the Administra- 


tion had. given Special Operations neerrievortro haverone ve 
ry 
Command (SOCOM) the go-ahead = competent special operations forces. 


to get al-Qaeda in 2 number of ’ One of these forces, GSG-9, pulled 
countries, including Syria, Somalia, 


and Pakistan. 


KSK Coat of Arms. Bundeswehr graphic. 


Continued on page 71 
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An Afghan national police officer and Pfc. Jason Hovater, Chosin Company, 2-503rd Para- 
chute Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade, pull security while on patrol in Chiriac 
Valiey, Afghanistan, 24 October, 2007. Hovater was one of the nine paratroopers KIA during 
the firefight at Wanat. Photo by Staff Sgt. Marcus Quartermain, USA 
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> SOF REVEALED 
DEADLY 3065 
MISSIONS) * 


During the eight-year secret war in Vietnam, when Green Beret-led reconnais- 
| sance teams and company-size elements ran top secret missions across the fence 
into Cambodia, Laos and North Vietnam, many of those missions were compro- 
| mised before the Military Assistance Command Vietnam-Studies and Observa- 
) tions GoOun eS units landed on the ground. Continued on page 30 | 


Juong, center, and other Kingbee pilots and crew members stand beside a Shoal HH-34D in the fall of 1968 at the Quang Tri launch site 
hon MACV-SOG teams opstating out of FOB 1 in Phu Bai. Photo credit: John Stryker Meyer 
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Exactly how many missions were 
compromised, or how many Green 
Berets and their courageous indige- 
nous counterparts were killed or 
wounded in action as a result of 
these heinous actions will never be 
known, due to the highly classified 
nature of SOG, its tightly compart- 
mentalized command structure and 
extremely narrow channels of intel- 
ligence and counterintelligence re- 
porting. 

Thus, one of the hidden horrors of 
running highly classified missions 
where intelligence reports were de- 
livered promptly to the White _ 
House is this: there are few paper 
trails to follow and the truth about 
the degree of compromise, if it ever 
was documented, will likely never 
be known. 

More than 20 years ago, Soldier of 
Fortune magazine was the first pub- 
lication in the country to print sto- 
ries about the highly classified and 
deadly SOG missions. Recently 
gathered information from four sep- 
arate sources confirms the long-held 
fears of many SOG Green Berets, 
who ran what many believe 
were the deadliest missions 
during that war where casu- 
alties exceeded 100 percent 
among SOG soldiers. 

It’s important for yes- 
terday’s warriors to 
know about the 
compromises, and 
have the hope 
that tomorrow’s 
warriors and 
command struc- 
tures will be more 
diligent to guard 
against possible com- 
promises in future 
covert operations. 


Doug “The Frenchman” 
LeTourneau, at FOB 1 
Phu Bai, shortly after he 
was assigned to RT Vir- 
ginia. In December 1968, 
as the radio operator on | 
RT Idaho, he receiveda 3 
radio call from an Eng- 
lish-speaking Russian 
while on a SOG mis- 
sion in the DMZ. Photo 
credit: Doug “The & 
Frenchman” Le- 
Tourneau : 


SOVIETS ON THE 
GROUND 


Evidence of Soviets and 
their commie pals in Laos, 
North Vietnam and the de- 
militarized zone (DMZ) was 
reported early. 

SOG recon man Charles 
Berg said that when he 
flew visual reconnais+ 
sance in that area of Laos 
and the DMZ in 1967, he 
observed Saviet aircraft 
on more than one occa- 
sion. During one flight, “I 
told my pilot to get close to 
it bécause I wanted to shoot 
it down with my CAR-15,” 
Berg said. The pilot didn’t 
oblige, “but, we knew those 
bastards were there.” 

During an operation in Laos in 
November 1968, run out of for- 
ward operating base (FOB) 1, 
Phu Bai, Recon Team (RT) 

Idaho heard Soviet pilots on 
their radio conducting aerial resup- 
plies to their men and their North 

Vietnamese Army (NVA) allies in 
Laos. 

In November and December 
1968, SFC Pat Watkins was fly- 
ing Covey (the SOG forward 

air controller) for FOB 1 mis- 

sions over Laos and the 
DMZ, where he regularly 
encountered English- 
speaking North Viet- 
namese on the day’s 
operational FM fre- 
quency.’ 
“Tt got so bad,” 
Watkins told SOF in 
an October 2008 inter- 
view, “that when we 
arrived over the area 
of operations (AO), 
they’d greet me on 
the radio. I told them 
to stop playing that 
Vietnamese music on 
our frequency and at 
least play some rock 
and roll. 

“However, it got real 
serious when we went op- 
erational working with a 

team on the ground. Then, 
they'd interfere with our 


Staff Sgt. Pat Watkins standing out- | 

side a bunker at FOB 3, Khe Sanh, in 
spring 1968, a short while before 
he became a Covey rider for 

SOG. Watkins regularly talked 
to English-speaking commu- 
nists while flying over SOG 
target areas. Photo credit: 
Courtesy of Louis DeSeta 


radio trans- 
missions. 

If we told 

the team to 
go up two 
clicks (on their 
PRC-25 FM radio) 
or down two clicks 
(on the radio fre- 
quency dial), the 
NVA would do the 
same thing.” 

In early Decem- 
ber, 1968, George 
“Boo” Miller, a 
Marine gunship 

pilot with HML- 
367, received a call 
on his UHF fre- 
quency from an English-speaking 
man during a SOG extraction who 
knew the famous Marine gunship 
crew’s call sign: “Scarface.” 

“He called me several times dur- 
ing the extraction of an FOB 1 recon 
team,” Miller said in October 2008. 
“Thad run out of ammo and rockets 
and was making low passes so my 
door gunners could continue to fire 
on the enemy and throw hand 
grenades at them.” 


A COMMIE IN THE DMZ 


During one of those last passes, 
Miller observed a Soviet officer in 
the DMZ, just east of the team’s LZ. 
“T’ll never forget it. He was a large, 
white male in a gray-colored uni- 
form with red epaulets on his shoul- 
ders,” Miller said. “He was standing 
in the middle of a small clearing just 
east of the team. My co-pilot also 
saw him when we made a second 
pass to confirm what we had seen.” 

However, when he returned to 
“fire him up,” the Soviet, “was 
gone.” After successfully extracting 
the team, Miller reported his sight- 
ing to a Marine general at Vande- 


Continued on page 32 
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grift base. He heard nothing further 
on that sighting. 

About six months later, during a 
mission in the DMZ, Lynne M. 
Black, Jr., the One-Zero (team 
leader) of RT Idaho and his One- 
One (assistant team leader) Doug 
“The Frenchman” LeTourneau ob- 
served a white male, bathing with a 
few women in a stream at the bot- 
tom of a large series of mountains. 
The Soviet was too far away for 
their weapons and Black couldn't 
muster up any tactical air assets to 
nail him. 

A month later, on another DMZ - 
target, LeTourneau received a call 
on his FM PRC-25 radio that he'll 
never forget. Speaking in English, 
with an accent, a Caucasian male 
said, “RT Idaho. Come in RT 
Idaho.” Because it was near noon- 
time, LeTourneau thought it might 
be Covey doing a routine commo 
check. The only problem—there was 
no Covey in the AO. 


A STRANGE VOICE KNEW OUR 


NAMES 

Thirty-nine years later, Le- 
Tourneau said, “I'll never forget that 
radio call for many reasons. Out of 
the blue, the voice broke radio si- 
lence, spoke English, he knew our 
team name, he knew my name and 
Black’s name and he knew our co- 
denames. That really blew me 
away.” 

When Black looked at his dumb- 
founded One-One in 1969, he 
grabbed the handset and said, 
“Who is this?” 

The mystery man told Black that 
he knew where the team was lo- 
cated, and that he and his friends 
were going to find the RT Idaho 
men and kill or capture them. He 
said that he had six-digit coordi- 
nates on a map where RT Idaho was 
located. | 

Black’s response was instant: “Let 
me help you mother..., here are my 
eight-digit coordinates. This is ex- 
actly where ] am.” 

“IT know who you are, Blackjack, . 
and I’m going to get the Frenchman, 
too. I’m bringing my friends to get 
you.” 

Black told him: “T know your 
mother; she screwed hundreds of 
Soviet pigs to get your KGB assign- 


ment, except 
you're dumb 
like your 
mother and 
they sent you to 
the DMZ in- 
stead of the 
Ss.” 

At that pre- 
cise moment, 
RT Idaho was 
near the top 
of a severely 
steep moun- 
tain. Even a 
dumb Soviet 
knew that 
mounting an 
attack against 
a SOG team 
with high 
ground would 
result in many 
casualties. No attack was launched. 
Obviously compromised, RT Idaho 
was extracted from the LZ by H-34 
helicopters (code-named Kingbees) 
piloted by South Vietnamese pilots, 
under heavy enemy gunfire. Black 
was flown to Saigon, where he gave 
a full report. What, if any action was 
taken on it remains a mystery. 


THE SOVIET “SECRET WAR” 
IN VIETNAM 


The second confirmation of Sovi- 
ets in Vietnam first surfaced on the 
Internet earlier this year, when re- 
porter James Brown of Russia Today 
covered the first public reunion of 
the 3,000 Soviets who fought in the 
USSR’s secret war in Vietnam. The 
segment that he recorded was re- 
Jeased on the Internet. 

Held in Zarya, outside of Moscow, 
the reunion marked the Soviet secret 
war they fought from 1965 to 1973, 
hence the celebration of their 35th 
anniversary of when their official in- 
volvement ended in Vietnam. They 
were the Soviet Union’s “forgotten 
soldiers,” veterans of a war their 
government denied involvement in 
for nearly 20 years. 

Only now, long after the old com- 
munist regime collapsed in 1991, 
have officials — both Soviet and 
North Vietnamese — admitted that 
more than 3,000 Soviet troops 
fought against the Americans in 
Vietnam. 


John Stryker Meyer 
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| Corps Commander Lt. Gen. William Stilwell inspects “4 
Jr., during a pre-mission briefing at CCN in Da Nang, April 1969. (To 
the right of Black is Idaho interpreter Nguyen Con Hiep — with the 
sunglasses, who now owns a pet shop in Houston.) Photo credit: 


One of those Soviet veterans, 
identified by Russia Today as Niko- 
lay Kolesnik, said, “We were known 
as a group of military experts. The 
commander was the senior expert. 
Thus, technically there were no So- 
viets in Vietnam. The only thing we 
knew we were Soviet people ... So- 
viet soldiers ...we had to do what- 
ever it took to stop the (U.S.) air 
raids...” 

Ironically, SOG’s Soviet counter- 
parts had their own.plausible denia- 
bility, a political subtlety not lost on 
SOG members who ran all missions 
in Indian territory without any 
identification for their deniability if 
captured or killed. 

Lee Cong Niem, a Vietnamese vet- 
eran of the Vietnam War, told Russia 
Today that the communists in North 
Vietnam “...have a lot of respect for 
Soviet equipment and Soviet ex- 
perts.” 


CONFIRMATION OF COMMIE 
CONNECTION 


The third confirmation of Soviets 
in Vietnam that provided further 
details of Ivan’s penetration of SOG 
operational radio transmissions was 
provided exclusively to Soldier of 
Fortune by a member of the U.S. in- 
telligence community, who asked to 
neither report his name nor the spe- 
cific agency that employed him for 
more than 15 years. His employ- 
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ment with that agency was in- 
dependently confirmed. 

This operative said that in the 
early years of his intelligence em- 
ployment, he worked closely with 
East Germans and Czechs during 
the last years of the Cold War in 
Europe — before the wall came 
down. Those men had worked with 
the Soviets who had served in Viet- 
nam during the Soviet Union’s se- 
cret war in Southeast Asia. The 
officer spent lengthy periods of time 
during the middle and late ‘80s be- 
hind enemy lines running clandes- 
tine operations covertly in East 
Germany, Hungary and Czechoslo- 
vakia, where he eventually devel- 
oped a rapport with several 
communists. 

A key element of this covert oper- 
ation involved working with mem- 
bers of the East Bloc/Warsaw Pact 
military forces, bartering almost 
anything they could get their hands 
on and swapping it for materials 
they could sell. During those years 
the officer used his mechanical engi- 
neering skills and experience to earn 
credibility and acceptance while 
working closely with the commu- 
nists. 

“The black market didn’t operate 
with currency at that time, as it was 
useless in Eastern Bloc countries,” 
the operative said. Instead of cur- 
rency, he traded American blue 
jeans, racing goggles, gloves, T- 
shirts and brightly colored logo 
stickers for foreign material (FOR- 
MAT), such as radios, chemical pro- 
tection gear, Geiger counters, radar 
bits, pilot helmets, Soviet night vi- 
sion devices, and many critically 
sensitive items that remained classi- 
fied. 

A top priority for that operative 
was obtaining “anything that was 
aircraft-related, such as data 
recorders, black boxes, flight charts, 
training and evaluation manuals 
and anything on techniques.” 

In the late ‘80s, infiltrating into 
Eastern Bloc countries wasn’t diffi- 
cult, because the border guards were 
there to keep people in, the opera- 
tive said. “We'd infiltrate with mate- 
rials to trade for FORMAT hardware 
and items, take them back to our 
safe house near the border, and So- 


viet officers 
would smuggle 
all of the items 
into, West Ger- 
many for us, for a 
price. From there, 
we'd transport the 
booty to stateside.” 


THE “YELLOW 
MONKEYS” 


Over time, the U.S. intelligence 
operative ingratiated himself with 
the communists and eventually 
began hearing about the Soviet lim- 
ited-proxy secret war in Vietnam 
helping the Vietnamese, whom they 
called “Yellow Monkeys.” 

“At that point in time, I didn’t re- 
ally know that much about SOG,” 
the operative said. “Because I was 
an American, they wanted to im- 
press me, so I let them fill in the 
blanks. In general, they wanted us 
Americans to know they didn’t like 
being there. They said a large per- 
centage of the Soviet troops were ar- 
tillerymen, mostly Ukrainians, who 
specialized in anti-aircraft defenses 
and operating radar around Hanoi. 
“But, there were some who traveled 
farther south and worked with 
North Vietnam’s communications 
specialists. They told me they had 
monitored SOG radio transmissions 
from Leghorn and Hickory.” 
[Leghorn was the first radio inter- 
cept/relay point opened on a moun- 
taintop in southern Laos in early 
1967. First called Eagle’s Nest, it was 
operated by SOG men from FOB 2 in 
Kontum until the end of the secret 
war in 1972. Hickory was.a radio 


Left: A Kingbee in flight near a 
SOG base of operations. Below: 
| Corps Commander Lt. Gen. 
William Stilwell inspects Doug 
“The Frenchman” LeTourneau dur- 
ing a pre-mission briefing at CCN 
in Da Nang, April 1969. Note the 
early version of the 40 mm grenade 
- launcher attached to LeTourneau’s 
CAR-15. Photo credit: 

John Stryker Meyer 


relay site, where recon teams from 
FOB 1,3 and 4 could reach from the 
Prairie Fire AO on FM frequencies. 
The NVA overran it in June 1971. 
Staff Sgt. Jon Cavaiani was awarded 
a Medal of Honor for defending that 


. site.] 


The operative said, “The Soviets 
had tremendous respect for SOG op- 
erators, but they couldn’t under- 
stand why the U.S, didn’t use more 
sophisticated commo equipment or 
at least encryption communications 
equipment in Vietnam.” 

As the operative accumulated 
time behind enemy lines, he met 
more high-ranking communist offi- 
cials, including a special operations 
instructor of the highest level who 
had experience with Soviet opera- 
tors that had worked in Vietnam, 
Angola, Cuba, Egypt and other 
countries. This high-level source 
told the operative about one Soviet 
officer trained in special operations 
who functioned as a foreign military 
advisor. 

That Soviet special operator 
would listen on SOG radio frequen- 
cies and hear Spike teams call in air 
strikes using clear voice with basic 
code words, the U.S. operative said. 
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Laos asa A Photo His- 
communica- tory of the Se- 
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English. (He in the DMZ in December 1968 and talked to one on There eae 
later com- his UHF radio frequency that year. Photo credit: question that 
manded George “Boo” Miller he hurt SOG 
Cuban oe aia ae 
troops in An- aspard said. 
gola, where he was killed around “Again, how do you gauge it all? 
1979.) When you look at the success rate of ° 


“The bottom line,” the U.S. intelli- 
gence operative told SOF, “The Sovi- 
ets and the NVA knew a lot about 
SOG recon teams. They also knew, 
and I couldn’t tell how often, where 
the teams’ LZs were. They knew 
many of the SOG recon teams by 
code name, especially in Laos, 
where the teams from Kontum and 
Da Nang, Phu Bai and Khe Sanh ran 
missions across the fence.” 


THE SAIGON SPY 

The U.S. intelligence officer also 
learned one more nugget of informa- 
tion: “I was told that there were 
enemy agents in the highest com- 
mand levels of SOG in Saigon. Their 
cover was so deep, it was never ex- 
posed during the Vietnam War.” 

That fact confirms many One- 
Zeros’ suspicions that there was a 
mole, or a spy in SOG headquarters. 

Additionally, during a 1996 Hanoi 
television show, Maj. Gen. George 
“Speedy” Gaspard was stunned 
when he saw an individual he knew 
as “Francois” receive Hanoi’s high- 
est military honor for his years of 
service as a spy in SOG. Gaspard, 
who had several tours of duty in 
Vietnam and in SOG, knew “Fran- 
cois” and was “shocked” when he 
saw the program. Francois had ac- 
cess to highly sensitive information 
while employed by the U.S. 

Author and SOG recon man John 
L. Plaster has a photo of Gaspard 
standing with “Francois” in Saigon, 
when Gaspard had no idea of the 


short-term road watch and target ac- 
quisition (STRATA) teams by compar- 
ison, you can see why they succeeded. 
We were disconnected from Saigon 
and we didn’t have the NVA and So- 
viets working against us.” 

Gaspard took over STRATA oper- 
ations in October 1967, directing its 
missionis into North Vietnam 
through September 1968. The 
unique aspect of STRATA, which 
operated under OP34B, was that the 
teams launched out of Thailand, fly- 
ing in Air Force helicopters. The Air 
Force performed all insertions and 
extractions without pre-mission re- 
ports to Saigon. During Gaspard’s 
tenure at STRATA, 24 teams were 
inserted into North Vietnam on var- 
ious intelligence-gathering mis- 
sions. Only one and a half teams 
were lost during that period of time, 
which involved inserting and suc- 
cessfully extracting more than 150 
STRATA team members. 

“Again, a key part to our success 
was having our separate chain of 
command and not telling Saigon. We 
worked with the Air Force ona 
need-to-know basis.” 

SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown, a 
former Green Beret who served in 
Vietnam, said, “The men of SOG 
were amazing. What we’ve learned 
about how an untold number of 
missions were compromised, yet 
they somehow managed to carry on, 
makes the SOG legend all the more 
remarkable.” 
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Air For ce’ s fir st ‘ombat 


Use OfiLaserJt 


TAKING OUT A MOVING VEHICLE 

The U.S. Air Force, for the first 
time, has deployed in combat the 
guided bomb unit (GBU)-54, Laser 
Joint Direct Attack Munition — or 
LJDAM. The GBU-54 is the U.S. Air 
Force’s newest 500-pound precision 
weapon, equipped with a special 
targeting system that uses a combi- 
nation of GPS and laser guidance to 
accurately engage and destroy mov- 
ing targets. On 12 August, 2008, F- 
16s from the 77th Expeditionary 


Frat” 


Fighter Squadron, deployed to Joint 
Base Balad, successfully executed 
this “combat first” when the weapon 
was employed against a moving 
enemy vehicle in Diyala province. 


17 MONTHS FROM JUST AN IDEA 
TO THE FRONT 

“This employment first represents 
a great step in our Air Force’s ability 
to deliver precise effects across the 
spectrum of combat,” said Lt. Gen. 
Gary North, U.S. Air Forces Central 


lf the laser guidance 
doesnt get you, 
the GPS will! 


By Central Command Air Forces News Team Public Affairs Office 


nt 


commander and US Central Com- 
mand’s air component commander. 
“The first combat employment of 
this weapon is the validation of the 
exacting hard work of an entire team 
of professionals who developed, 
tested and fielded this weapon on an 
extremely short timeline, based on 
an urgent needs request we estab- 
lished in the combat zone.” 

Having identified the GBU-54 as 
an urgent operational need in early 
2007, the Air Force completed its de- 


Above: Staff Sgts. Michael Jackson and Anthony Bagen align a 500-pound GBU-54 Laser Joint Direct Attack Munition before connecting 
it to an F-16 Fighting Faicon, 14 August, 2008. Two F-16 pilots with the 77th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron executed the first-ever com- 
bat employment of a GBU-54, 12 August, 2008, against a moving enemy vehicle in Diyala province to support a combined Iraqi Army and 
U.S. Marine Corps operation. Sgt. Bagen, a weapons load crew chief with the 77th EFS, is originally from Tampa, Fla. Sgt. Jackson, a 

weapons load crew member with the 77th EFS, is originally from Union Springs, Ala. Both are deployed here from Shaw Air Force Base, 


S.C. Photo by Tech Sgt. — Gudmundson 
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Above: U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Derek 
Hibler removes the covers and pins from a 
GBU-12 on an F/A-18D Hornet aircraft be- 
fore it launches from Al Asad Air Base, 
Iraq, on 23 April, 2007. Hibler is assigned 
as an ordnance technician with Marine All 
Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 121. (U.S. 
Marine Corps photo/Cpl. Sheila M. Brooks) 
Right: Aviation ordnancemen assigned to 
the “Knighthawks” of Strike Fighter 
Squadron 136 download a GBU-38 JDAM 
on the flight deck of the nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65). 
Enterprise and embarked Carrier Air Wing 

1 are deployed in support of maritime se- 
curity operations and the global war on ter- 
rorism. Photo by Seaman Brandon Morris 


velopment and testing cycle in less 
than 17 months, fielding it aboard 
332nd Air Expeditionary Wing air- 
craft in May 2008. 

“We have consistently used preci- 
sion-guided weapons to engage sta- 
tionary threats with superb combat 
effects,” said Brig. Gen. Brian 
Bishop, 332nd AEW commander. 
“This weapon allows our combat pi- 
lots to engage a broad range of mov- 
ing targets with dramatically 
increased capabilities and it in- 
creases our ability to strike the 
enemy throughout a much, much 
broader engagement envelope.” 


TEAMWORK TAKES OUT 
THE BAD GUYS 


In all aspects, from development 
to the actual weapon employment, 
teamwork was crucial. “Teamwork 
was the name of the game to accom- 
plish this,” Gen. North said. “From 
the experts in our Air Force Materiel 

_ Command who shaped our require- 
ments, then developed, tested and 
fielded the weapon, to our aircraft 
maintainers, our munitions Airmen, 
and weapons loaders ... and every- 
one in between ... they made the op- 
erational employment of this 
weapon possible. 

“At end game, on 12 August, the 
team of the joint terminal attack con- 


troller, alongside his 
ground unit com- 
mander in this event, 
ensured all criteria were 
met for the first combat 
delivery of the LIDAM. 
And finally, our F-16 
pilot accurately and 
precisely delivered and 
guided the weapon to 
desired weapons ef- 
fects—the disabling and 
destruction of an enemy 
vehicle and personnel,” 
Gen. North said. Ya 
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Global positioning system (GPS) 
data is so accurate that weapons 
using it for guidance normally hit 
within three feet of a target, mean- 
ing that even a small boom can ruin 
your day. So why would the Air 
Force be adding older technology in 
the form of a laser seeker to an al- 
ready GPS-equipped bomb? 

The answer is simple: The LIDAM 
is more accurate than the GPS-only 
guided munitions, which have a cir- 
cular error probable (CEP) of 33 feet. 
Laser-guided bombs often have a 
CEP measured in inches. The other 
reason is redundancy—the ability to 
strike targets more precisely with 
more than one guidance system. 
Each of the guidance systems that 
make precision-guided weapons 
precisely that—precision guided, 
has its own set of strengths and 
weaknesses. 

Laser-guided weapons are best 
used in clear weather, or when you 
need to strike a smaller target — like 
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By Harold C. Hutchison 


dropping a bomb down a bunker’s 
ventilation shaft. The seeker locates 
the laser spot, and a computer steers 
fins on the tail of the bomb to chase 
the spot — much like a kitten chases 
the spot from a laser pointer. Only 
this chase ends with a boom. But 
there’s a problem. Bad weather can 
make it difficult to properly target a 
laser. Or, you’ve bombed other tar- 
gets, and there’s now a lot of smoke 
in the target area. All of a sudden, 
the laser can’t quite lock onto the 
target... and you end up missing. 
Not by much, but it could be 
enough. 

The GPS guidance has no problem 
with target obscuration. Instead of 
looking for a laser spot from an air- 
craft or a ground team, the air crew 
enters the target's latitude and longi- 
tude coordinates in their on-board 
computer. The GPS system on the 
bomb knows the bomb’s present 
global position, and then figures out 
how to get to the target’s global po- 


BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 


sition — like a navigation system ina 


cell phone or a car. The good news is 
that it works in all weather. How- 
ever, GPS jammers are being used — 
and that forces a GPS-guided bomb 
to go to a backup inertial navigation 
system, which results in a 100-foot 
CEP. If the target moves, then the 
GPS-guided bomb will miss as well. 

Until the GBU-54 entered service, 
American warplanes carried a mix 
of laser-guided or GPS-guided 
bombs. This was a bit of a problem, 
since some of these weapons would 
be dead weight. Bad weather (or the 
smoke from a target that has already 
been bombed) can defeat attempts to 
guide bombs with a laser. GPS jam- 
mers, or a moving target, render 
GPS-guided bombs useless. 

By using both guidance systems, 
the GBU-54 brings the best of both 
worlds to bear against terrorists and 
other malefactors. ¥4v 
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Marine Scout Snipers from the 3rd Battalion, 
7th Marines shoot their way though enemy 
territory during the U.S. invasion of Iraq 


From an interview with USMC Sgt. Joshua Hamblin, 
Scout Sniper, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, 
Baghdad, Iraq, 2003 


U.S. Marine Corps scout snipers with Regimental Combat Team 6 look out over Fallujah, irag, 18 September, 2007, from a bunker on 
Observation Post Sina’‘a. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. David Castillo) (Relea sed) 
- aie — — >. 5 . - 
SUPPORT OUR TROOPS 


342 ™ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


BY CRAIG ROBERTS 


When I answered, I could barely make out the caller due to static andi 
breaking up of his sentences. Finally, after repeated questions that re- 
minded me of having to try and call in fire missions in Vietnam on 


an antique PRC-10, I alerted to the fact that the caller was a Sergeant 7 eS A 
F : ne eee 
French, using a SAT phone, calling from Baghdad! | 


I was in my office conducting an interview when the calf came in. | 
- ial 
a 


I had been working on my latest sniper book, Crosshairs on the Kill ‘ 4 a 
Zone, and had been jumping through journalistic hoops with the Ma- | ont 
rine Corps in an uphill battle to find and interview Marine scout 
snipers in Iraq. Due to the fact that the initial invasion had hap- 
pened just weeks earlier, security was extremely tight and I had A view through the scope of an M40A3 sniper rifle. 
been told by public affairs officers from Camp LeJeune to Quantico aah elie ard pec oupy oder: 
to Headquarter Marine Corps that no one could talk to me or any- _ photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Hlavac, USMC. : 
one else. But I kept climbing the PR ladder until I fi- 
nally struck pay dirt. The Commandant’s office 
authorized the interview and the call finally came. 

Sgt. French advised that they would call the next day on'the Sergeant 
Major’s personal SAT phone, and I would be speaking with one of his top 
scout snipers in 3/7, Sergeant Joshua Hamblin. That interview revealed 
the following incredible, danger-packed, harrowing two-week sniper ad- 
venture. 


“Our job was to provide reconnaissance and surveillance, and 

iy Abia, when necessary precision fire in support of the operations. 

ie We knew our job, but we never realized just how effective 
we could be, and how much carnage a pair of snipers 
could create until the day we crawled onto a rooftop at 
the Al Rashid Military Complex near Baghdad. 

We, the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, had entered Iraq 
from Kuwait, traveling north in HMMWVs as fast as the 
terrain allowed. In my vehicle I carried an M16 for sup- 

pressive fire, and my M40A3 sniper rifle for preci- 
sion fire. I kept my sniper rifle right next to me in 
=. ,case it was needed. Whenever we came up toa 
road block, I was able to engage the Iraqis man- 
: ning the roadblock with, as they say, “precision 
™,_ fire.” That means lining them up and knocking 
© them down. 


— 


_ : = i 
As we moved through Iraq, we were attached, 
or “punched out” to various companies in the 
battalion for stalking out and doing observation 
and reconnaissance missions along the way. 
| Sometimes the companies would have to stop 
for a few days and, while doing so, the scout 
/ snipers’ mission was to move out ahead and 
watch the population for suspicious activity. In 
one area we saw no Iraqi soldiers, but plenty of 
young males of military age with short haircuts. 

t was obvious that these guys had discarded 
their uniforms and were trying to blend into the 
Population, but there wasn’t much we could do 
Bbout it right then. The “rules” called for us to ig- 
more those who weren’t armed or did not attack 
ius. But if we saw an Iraqi who was armed, we 
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SUPER SNIPER IN IRAQ Continued from page 43 


were to take him down. So, any Iraqi 
with an AK was a target, and we 
never missed. 

Eventually, after fighting our way 
north through villages, fowris, road- 
blocks and ambushes, we began 
drawing missions to support special 
operations raids that were looking 
for Baath party members and former 
members of Saddam’s regime. We 
did this by covering the raiding 
party with our sniper teams to pro- 
tect them as they did building en- 
tries. 


All of this time we were fighting 
the elements, and it was miserable. 
Dressed head to foot in heavy chemi- 
cal suits, we could barely breathe 
while carrying our gear, wearing 
Kevlar vests and helmets, plus 
weapons and ammo. We had to 
adapt as we went because no one 
had fought for an extended period 
like this, with all this gear, for this 
long. 

But worst of ail was the lack of rest 
and the filthy conditions. There was 
no water for bathing, so 
whenever we found 
water or a broken 
pipe, we took 
time to wash 
down. As for 
sleep, we usually 
were lucky to get 
two hours of 
sleep before we 
were punched 
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out to work another mission. It was 
not unusual to go two days or more 
without sleep. In these cases we ran 
on pure physical dis¢ipline and will 
power. 

We basically worked two types of 
operations—one in the bush and an- 
other on buildings. In the bush oper- 
ations we set up hides, using 
camouflage and concealment, and 
observed the population for targets 
or threats. In the built-up areas, we 
hopped up on rooftops to provide 
covering fire or area denial missions, 
where we denied the area to the 
enemy by covering it with direct fire. 


We finally made our way into the 
facility of Salmon Pak, where we had 
expected to meet a lot of Iraqi resist- 
ance. This is the location of the al 
Qaeda terrorist training camp, with 
the fuselage of an airliner for train- 
ing hijackers. But instead of fierce re- 
sistance, we found destroyed 
buildings and burned out hulks 
where the air cover had done its job. 
There were scores of empty vehicles, 
empty fighting holes, and more 

young men with short haircuts, 
but no fighting. 

We continued north and; 
unlike some of the 
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areas that were open desert; this was 
the Tigris River valley, which was 
lush with vegetationsThis provided 
us with much more stiitable camou- 
flagesand a much better environment 
to conduct operations in. But it was 
really now starting to get hot. We 
found ourselves taking more breaks 
just to air ourselves out. You would 
take off your chemical suit and just 
be drenched underneath. It was as 
miserable as having your own per- 
sonal sauna bath that you wore— 
and couldn’t get rid of. 

A week after leaving Salmon Pak, 
while striking toward Baghdad and 
living on only two hours of sleep a 
day, the word came down that we 
could get out of our chemical suits! 
This was the most welcome news we 
had had in a long time. Finally we 
could work in our desert utilities and 
fight like normal Marines. It felt like 
the weather had cooled by several 
degrees, and was a major turning 
point in the war for us. 


| 
As we neared Baghdad we began 
running into more minefields, and 
we could hear a lot of shooting going 
on, plus a lot of artillery. Then as we 
approached the Al Rashid Military 
Complex, we could see breaches in 
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the wire, and more mines scattered 
around, but still did not run into any 
significant resistance. It was as if no 
one was there, but might come back 
if we hung around for a while. 

Taking over the complex, we set 
up positions to defend the place 
against a counterattack. Then, I and 
my partner, Sergeant Owen Mulder, 
were assigned an area of responsibil- 
ity to set up a scout sniper position 
on a one-story house on the north- 
east side of the complex. This 
‘was what is known as an over- 
watch position, which al- 
lowed us to observe the 
approaches to that area from 
that direction. The farthest. ‘ 
engagement range ap- Si 
peared to be about 750 * 
meters. 

Though there were 
two companies at the 
complex, one oneach @ 
flank about 150 meters % 
away, the area we cov- 
ered was totally up to 
just me and my part- 
ner. Between us, Mul- 
der held his M40A1 
sniper rifle with the 
standard issue Unertl 
10X scope, and I had 
an M40A3 sniper rifle . 
with the ANPVS-10 
day and night sight. 
The ANPVS-10 is a 
third-generation night 
image intensifier with 
daylight capabilities. 
We could work the po- 
sition night and day, 
which is exactly what 
we would find our- 
selves doing. 

We got up on the roof at night and 
I turned on my night scope. Mulder 
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C. Schnell 


We've got you covered from head-to-toe! 


U.S. Marine Corps 1st Lt. Bryan J. A 
Platoon leader for 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, and 
Cpl. Jason P, Abell, a machine gunner with 3rd Battalion, 25 
Marines, recently met at Camp Hit, Iraq. Atthe time the . 
photo was taken, Jason was on his way home after serving 
in Operation Iraqi Freedom while Jason was starting his 
second tour in Iraq. U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Adam 


had night vision goggles, so we both 
could see the streets to our front in a 
clear ghostly green panorama. For 
American forces, our night vision ca- 
pability was second to none, and 
gave us a giant advantage over : 
troops not similarly equipped. 


After two hours, we spotted a 
pickup truck approach, 
=_Stopping about 400_ gs 

=) meters short of 
coming into 
the military 
complex. As 
we watched 
we could see 


bell (lett), Scout Sniper 


that the truck had a bunch of people 
in the back. Then, watching closely, 
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we saw them begin jumping out of 
the truck, each carrying an AK. My 
pulse began to race. 

“T got targets,” I said to Mulder. 
“See“em?” 

“Yeah, let’s go for it.” 

Immediately I decided to take a 
shot, and as I did I could see the 
driver jump out and go around the 
back of the vehicle. I lined him up in 
my sight and squeezed the trigger. 
He went down like a sack of pota- 
toes. Mulder sighted in and fired too, 
and another Iraqi went down. 

We just began lining up targets as 
fast as we could and taking the shots. 
As we did, other soldiers tried to 
drag the bodies off, but when they 


Se. did we took them out too. It was 


like a shooting gallery. The more 
shots we took, the more targets 
seemed to appear. The adrenalin 
rush was indescribable. But 
training and discipline kept us 
pacing ourselves throughout the 
shots, taking over where run- 
away excitement wanted to rule. 
Spot a target, sight in, squeeze, 
watch the shot, work the bolt, 
pick another target. Over and 
over. 


Then the next thing I saw was 
the Iraqis dragging bodies into 
the pickup truck, then driving 
around the corner out of sight. All 
was quiet again in the kill zone. 

I looked at my watch. About an 
hour before sunrise. 

Nothing happened until after the 
sun came up. The Iragis knew by 
then that trying to move at night 
would do them no good. In fact, to 
even up the odds a bit, they would 
have to move in daylight so they 
could see as well as we could. This 
would be another major mistake on 
their part. They simply did not un- 
derstand the capability of a well- 
trained and equipped sniper team. 


* Tactical firearms includin * Magazines 
«PARTS . the new SOG-15 * Sights & Optics We observed the street for about 
{ * DPMS, Bushmaster, Rock» Grips . an hour. Then I spotted two individ- 
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* Body Armor Level ll and illA ——_» 5.11 Clothing cross the street. One was carrying an 
. id Li i e Li 
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11707 S. Sam Houston Pkwy W. #R ¢ Houston, TX 77031 


parts and accessories “Got ‘em. You taking out the guy 
with the AK?” 
“Affirmative.” 
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I estimated the range. 450 yards. I 
led him slightly and fired. He went 
down, but he wasn’t killed immedi- 
ately. His partner took off and didn’t 
come back. The first guy stopped 
moving about thirty seconds later. 

Our rules of engagement called for 
us not to shoot anyone who was not 
armed or did not pose a threat. But if 
they carried weapons they were 


the closest truck and he took the far 
truck. We started shooting people. 
As fast as we could work the bolts 
and acquire targets, we squeezed the 
triggers and an Iraqi went down. 

One was dropping right after an- 
other, just dropping like flies. We 
ended up shooting every one of 
them—all thirteen—right there, ex- 
cept one guy who managed to get 
into one of the trucks by shoving the 
dead driver out of the way and try- 
ing to back out of there. But we fired 
at the truck and I couldn’t believe 
what happened next. For some rea- 
son we hit something critical because 
the gas tank exploded in a ball of 
flame, just like in the movies! I- 
thought that cars and trucks blowing 
up when you shot at them was just 
Hollywood, but this one did exactly 
that. 

The truck was still moving, so we 
both shot through the driver’s side 


of the cab. Two 175-grain boat-tail 
hollow points blasted through the 
thin sheet metal of the cab and killed 
the driver as it coasted around the 
corner. He would cook in silence, just 
out of sight, for many minutes. 

So now we have sixteen bodies lit- 
tering the street, plus a burning 
wreck and an abandoned truck, all 
due to two snipers. It looked like a 


blowing up would happen two more 
times over the course of that day. 
Later in the morning, as I watched 
the street through my scope, I saw an 
Iraqi soldier turn the corner and 
begin walking toward us. He was in 
full uniform, wearing a helmet and 
vest and carrying a sidearm. It was 
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as if he was just showing up for 
work that day and didn’t know we 
were there. He began walking to- 
ward us along a row of light posts. 
As he passed each post I set the 
scope on him and began following 
and watching as he lessened the 
range. 

About this time an old man came 
out from one of the houses alongside 


bought and paid for. Also, if the road and began 
we had a suspicious vehicle, gesturing at him, 

. that came and went several trying to tell him to 
times, we could engage it as get out of there. 
well. But the soldier did- 

About ten minutes after n’t seem to under- 
that a truck pulled out of one stand what he was 
of the side streets. Then fif- trying to say and 
teen minutes later the same kept coming. 
truck came back with the Mulder and I 
same guy driving, followed kept shifting our 
by a second truck. Each was attention from the 
carrying seven or eight guys soldier to the old 
in the back. ‘ man, and back 

“Watch these guys. They’re again. It was like 
probably armed.” watching a comical 
THEY JUMPED OUT, A night vision shot of U.S. Marine scout snipers, one with an M40 bolt- pn ae oa ys aa 
ARMED WITH AK: action sniper rifle, assigned to Team 4, Co. G, 2nd Battalion, 24th Ma- out of here. They’ 

S rine Regiment, Regimental Combat Team 1, observing a cement kill you!” and the 

Then, as we watched factory near Bahkit, Iraq, 3 July, 2008. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by soldier saying 
through the scopes, both Cpi. William J. Faffler) “Who? Who'll kill 
trucks stopped and the riders me? What are you 
ea started jumping out. Each had an major battle had been fought there, _ talking about, old man?” 

: but it was just Mulder and I, and we 

My partner andIdidn’tevenhave hadn't ia fired a full box of ammo CIVILIANS WATCH A 

to say anything to each other. [took —_yet, The amazing scene of a vehicle HORROR SHOW 


Finally, as I watched the soldier 
shrug his shoulders one last time, I 
squeezed the trigger and could see 
the vapor trail of the bullet. It flew 
straight and impacted him in the 
center of the chest, like watching a 
movie in slow motion. I could see 
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the dust fly off his shirt, then saw the 
expression on his face of pure shock. 
He-was completely surprised. He 
looked down, then slumped over 
and fell to the ground. It was my 
best shot and I could see everything. 
The bullet path, the impact, the ex- 
pression on his face. It was perfect. 

He tried to crawl out of the kill 
zone, but it was too late for him. He 
only moved for a few feet, then be- 
came very still. 

The local civilians 
were very interested in| | ¥ 
what was happening, 
and watching all the 
action became an 
amusement to them. — 
After each episode 
of firing and drop- 
ping soldiers, the civil- 
ians would come out, 
look around and laugh 
and smile, then look over 
toward the base and wave 
at us. It seemed almost 3 
like they were spectators! 
at a sporting event. 

By this time there’s sev- 
enteen bodies laying out 
there, with two shot-up 
pickup trucks, with one still 
smoking and smoldering. It was like 
a scene out of a Rambo movie, but it 
was real. And here were all these 
people just lined up on the side of 
the street looking at the carnage like 
it was a day at the market. 


“SUICIDE BY MARINE” 
Just then a white pickup truck 
pulled out of a side street, and in the 


back was a typical terrorist with a 
black ski mask and black clothes, 
holding an AK. The truck turned and 
began speeding toward us. He was 
obviously a Fedayeen and was hell 
bent on “suicide by Marine.” As the 
truck careened down the road, with 
this guy holding on for dear life, I 
raised my head to look at him at the 
same time he looked up at me. I 
went back down on the 
scope and 


A Marine sniper and two others stand in 
front of an Abrams tank. 


worked to keep on target as the 
pickup truck bounced along the 
road. I found a lead angle, aimed 
high and took the shot. It was a dead 
slam hit and he went down in the 
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back of the truck. We didn’t get a 
chance at a second shot at the driver 
because he turned away and raced 
around a corner out of sight. But the 
guy in the black pajamas was down 
and finished. 

Eighteen. 

We continued to watch vehicles 
move in and out of the area, always 
trying to memorize them to see if 
they were repetitious. It seemed 
there were certain color vehicles that 


were used by the 
military and we 
started learning what 

to watch for. Most were 

Toyota light colored 
ipickup trucks. We began to 
Motice that the trucks were 
aking runs into a nearby 
eighborhood carrying stuff in the 
back of the trucks going in, then 


€oming out empty. It became appar- 


ent that they were doing a supply 
run, stocking a strongpoint with 
weapons and ammo. It was time to 
put a top to this. 

The rules of engagement were that 
you could shoot a man with a weap- 
on, or a vehicle carrying weapons by 
shooting the tires out or otherwise 
disabling the vehicle. One red Toyota 
car had made one too many trips 
and was now on the hit list. 

Continued on page 50 


Ratchet Belt ™ 
“ The Fit That Clicks ” 


Airbome 


Infantry Cavalry 
Unique style belt that has no holes. 
Fits all in-between sizes. Perfect fit 

every time. One size fits all, 
Size 41 (Black or Brown Belt) $29.95 


Size 48 (Black or Brown Belt) $30.95 
Plus $4.95 S & H 


1-888-729-8222 
www.ratchetbelt.com 


A-1 Ratchet Belt Enterprise 
P.O. Box 39362 * Tacoma, WA 98439 


Other 
Military and 
Non-Military 
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SUPER SNIPER IN IRAQ Continued from page 49 


A BALL OF FLAME 
On the fourth time we saw the car, 
Mulder and I opened up. Mulder hit 
the driver and I hit the back of the 
trunk. Then the whole damn thing 
exploded! The whole trunk blew 
up in a ball of flame, then the car 
coasted around the corner. A few 
minutes later all hell broke loose as 
a trunkload of RPG rockets cooked: 
off. We looked at each other as we 
listened to the distinctive q 
“whoosh...bang....whoosh... bang” — 
sound of the rockets igniting, tak- 
ing off in odd directions, then ex- 
ploding as they made contact with 
buildings; streets and anything 
hard. 4 
It seemed like two 175-grain bul- — 
lets had started asmallwarout 


there. By this time it dawned on us _~ 


that we had not received any re- 
turn fire during the engagements. 
We were in total control of the po- 
sition, and there was nothing the 
Iraqis could do about it. If they : 
tried to show themselves to engage 
us, we killed them. They had no 
chance to set up, locate us, then puff 
fire on us in the time it took for us 
to see and shoot them. Plus we had, © 
cover and a much better long- 
range capability. We were trained 
Marine snipers and they were 
overzealous fanatics with little 
marksmanship training. There was 
no comparison. It was like the old 
joke of “don’t attack that hill, it’s a 
trick. There’s two Marines up there.” 
Any time we saw an individual 

with a weapon to our front, he was 
history. But we did receive incoming 
fire from the flanks and couldn’t do 
anything about it except hope we 
didn’t get hit by “collateral damage.” 
The line companies couldn't control 
all the individuals they were having 
contact with and several firefights 
were erupting on both flanks as Ma- 
rine units ran into pockets of well- 
armed Iraqis. Rounds flew 
everywhere from those actions, and 
many flew right over us. Though we 
had total control of the area to our 
front, we had no control of what 

_ dangers lay to each side. 


HURT A MARINE —DIE! 
While we were there one of our 

snipers from the Scout Sniper Pla- 

toon, Sergeant Aaron Wintterle, who 


carried a Barrett .50 Special Applica- 
tions Scoped Rifle, was manning a 
vehicle check point with one of the 
line companies when an Iraqi suicide 
vehicle approached. As Wintterle 


Dogs tags are pulled aside to reveal a 
slight wound. 


trained his .50 SASR on the vehicle, it 
exploded. A piece of shrapnel hit 
him in the face, breaking his jaw and 
putting him out of action. Immedi- 
ately his partner, L/Cpl. Jacob Heal, 
who was a new guy under training, 
jumped on the weapon and spotted 
one of the Iraqis who was involved 
trying to run back down the road. 
The Marine took aim and lit him up, 
blowing out his chest. 

Meanwhile back at the Al Rashid 
Military Complex, rounds came past 
us from the sides, along with RPG 
fire and explosions as close as fifty 
meters away. This became the rou- 
tine throughout the day as sporadic 
fighting continued on the flanks. 

But our job was to keep our front 
secure. Every time we found an 
armed man we took him out. When 
we saw armed trucks, we took them 


under fire as well. It was really weird 

to spot a pickup with a .50-caliber 

mounted in the back, then shoot the 

driver and gunner, then watch the 

truck just keep going like it’s driven 
by a ghost. 

When we saw weapons inside a 
car or truck, we engaged both the 
passenger and the driver. Our 
method was simply “whoever 


' spotted the weapon first called the 


_ shot.” 

“T got RPG rounds. I'll take the 
driver. You take the passenger.” 

The other guy then would take 
_ out the passenger at the same time. 
This was the great thing about 
having two sniper rifles there, 
since we could fire on two targets 
at the same time. 

Our body count continued to 
climb throughout the day. 


ADRENALIN-PACKED 
SUPER SNIPERS 


We were up six days before we 

got away from the roof and got 
four hours sleep. This was count- 
ing the three days movement 
_ through Salmon Pak, then the 
_ three days on the roof. Then it was 
| back to the same position. Then we 
_ were up for another 72 hours con- 
stantly, moving or staying on the 
scope. Watching and shooting. We 
were running on pure adrenalin. 
It got to the point where if an Iraqi 
entered our area, they took off their 
shirt, pulled off their white T-shirt 
and waved it like a truce flag until 
they got out of our area, then put 
their shirt back on. The word was 
out, and no one wanted to come into 
our kill zone to die for Saddam any- 
more. 

Still, we continued to watch and 
wait. We took turns, an hour on the 
glass, an hour off the glass. Though 
it was fatiguing, we stayed alert. The 
adrenalin and the anticipation that 
anything could happen any second 
kept us on the keen edge of aware- 
ness. In fact, | was so pumped up on 
adrenalin that I could have stayed up 
for a week. 

By the time we left this position, I 


_ had seventeen kills and Mulder had 


fifteen. Thirty two total kills in one spot! 


Continued on page 52 
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TACTICAL MEDICAL TRAINING, 


501.955.0007 DARC1.com 


It's A Dangerous World Out There...So Protect Your Family, Yourself and America! 


World’s Top Self Defense Expert Shows You 
How To Get Bigger, Badder, and Stronger 
Using His “At Home” Military Training Course 
... And He'll Send It To You FREE! 


If This “Incident” Happened to One of the Women At Your Office ... 
How Would You Have Responded? 


December 17,2007: West Los Angeles, Califomia: 


A muscular, tattooed gang 
member barges into the office of 
an upscale advertising agency 
and abducts the young, attractive 
teceptionist at gun point. 


But a fast-thinking, alert office 
employee actually “snaps” the 
gun out of his hand and then 
knocks him “cold” with a single 
crushing blow to the jaw ... 
and he stays “out” until police 
come and arrest him! 

Hi, my name is Captain Chris 
Pizzo and I'm considered by 
many experts to be the top self 
defense instructor in the world! 
Here are a few of my credentials... 


| hold black belts in 5 different 
martial arts, a U.S. Gold Medal 
in Grappling, and my students 
include international contractors 
(mercenaries), high-profile 
security agents, and hundreds 
of law enforcement agents at 
the local, state and federal level. 


And if this doesn't credentialize 
myself enough, maybe this will 
...['ve recently been contracted 
to teach elite U.S. Military 
Forces like the Army Rangers 
and Navy Seals ... to disarm 
and capture enemy soldiers 
and Al Qaeda terrorists! 


Now let me ask you a 
question...How would you 
have responded to the 
“situation” you just read about? 


Police statistics show over 80% 
of people “freeze” in dangerous 
situations because they do not 
| have the physical or mental 
confidence to “step in.” 


But, fortunately for the young 
receptionist, the hero who 
saved the day was actually a 
client of mine ... and he just 
completed my 12-week “at 
home” Military Training course 
I'm about to send you ... FREE! 


You'll Get FREE ...What 
Others Pay $15,000 For! 


That's right ... f'll rush you the 
same instructions | charge 
$15,000 for! Thats my 
personal one-on-one fee for 
my 12-week course ... and I've 
got guys standing in line to pay 
it. But I’m going to send the 
entire package to you FREE! 


Yes, you'll get the same insider 


“Captain Chris” on NBC's 
TODAY Show teaching Natalie 
Morales and Hoda Kotb the 
same Top-Secret self defense 
moves he teaches elite special 
operation soldiers like the 
Army Rangers and Navy 
SEALS. And he want to teach 
them to you as welll So please 
read this exciting announce- 
ment and find out how you can 
get his amazing ‘at-home’ 
military training course FREE! 


knowledge | give to elite forces 
of the Army Rangers and Navy 
Seals. And tips on how to 
become the “baddest guy on 
your block" isn’t all you'll get... 


Because I've also included a 
special strength and muscle 
building course that makes 
anything you'll find in body 
building magazines obsolete! 


And you'll get “6 pack abs” too 
as your body’s metabolic rate 
literally “races” melting 
away body fat twice as fast as 
any fat-burning pill! 


Why Am | Being So Nice 
and Giving Away This 
Astonishing Course? 


So, why am | being so nice and 
giving you ail this top-secret, insider 
information valued at $15,000? 
Actually I'm frying to “legally bribe” 
you with an inducement that is so 
irresistible... | want to make it 
impossible for you not to accept! 


Listen, the fact that you've read 
this far proves one thing ... 


You are serious about getting into 
the best shape of your life and 
“honing” your self-defense skills 
to protect you and your family! 
And if you want to do this, the 
fastest way humanly possible... 


You've got to take the Military 
Grade Supplements | use on 
my “Special Operation” soldiers 
that not only will build muscle 
and burn fat... 


They will also dramatically 
increase energy levels and 
increase brain function! 


Let me reemphasize this point... 
These are Military Grade 
"Special Ops’ Supplements, 
invented in Military labs 
specifically for the purpose of 
making super-soldiers! 


You will not find them in GNC 
or in any fitness or bodybuild- 
ing magazine. 


So Call Now and Reserve 
Your Free Course While This 
Amazing Offer Still Lasts! 


Here's the deal... 


Simply agree to try my Military 
Grade Supplements for 30 
days and I'll rush you, 
absolutely FREE of charge, my 
complete 12-week “At Home” 
Military Training Course others 
have paid 15 Grand for! 


And please trust me friend, 
Captain Chris wouldn't steer 
you wrong on this one. 


Combine these special 
supplements with my training 
course and in 12 weeks, you'll 
be one in shape “bad-ass”... 


100% Guaranteed 


So quick, visit us online today at ... 


right now and take advantage 
of this truly one-of-a-kind offer 
while it is still available ... 


Super Special Bonus! 


Be one of the first 500 visitors 
and (ll throw in another free 
gift valued at $200... my 
online “Close Combat Training 
Course” you just have to see 
to believe! So, come visit 
www.FreeCloseCombat.com 
and we will take care of you! 


© 2009 The Close Combat Company, LLC 


SUPER SNIPER IN 
IRAQ Continued from page 50 


OLYMPIC STADIUM — FINAL 
DESTINATION 

With the main part of the Iraqi re- 
sistance now crushed, we entered 
Baghdad proper and pushed in to- 
ward the city center. As we moved 
down the highways and streets, we 
could see vehicles on side streets that 
had been taken out the day before and 
were smoldering, and had rounds still 
cooking off. We ran into sporadic fir- 
ing, both small arms and RPGs, but 
we aggressively moved through any- 
thing we came up against and pressed 
on. Our final destination was the 
Olympic Stadium. 

The Republican Guards had told 
everyone that the Marines would kill 
everyone, and that we would eat 
them or some such nonsense. But 
when we moved through neighbor- 
hoods and people saw that we 
treated them well, and that we had 
finally run the Republican Guard off, 
they came out in the hundreds of 
thousands and began cheering us, 
dancing in the streets. 

Still, even after we achieved posi- 
tions at the Olympic Stadium and 
began to consolidate, we received 
sporadic incoming rounds. It was be- 
coming obvious that it would take a 
long time to totally pacify Baghdad. 

For two weeks we continued to do 
our surveillance and target acquisi- 
tion missions, then pulled out to set 
up a more permanent base camp. By 
this time most of the Iraqi Army had 
thrown their weapons down, and ba- 
sically said, “Okay, you win.” 

Mulder and I would not see a more 
target rich environment than what we 
had at the al Rashid gate. 4 


Craig Roberts is a USMC Vietnam 
veteran who served in 9th Marines as 
an automatic rifleman and sniper. He is 
a long-time contributor to SOF, and is 
co-author of America’s Combat 
Snipers, and Crosshairs on the Kill 
Zone: American Combat Snipers, 
Vietnam through Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, published by Pocket Star. 384 
pages. $7.99. 
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Maybe true, but the fact is that Geor- 
gia was a target of Putin for a long 
time. Certainly, they had to know that. 
Still, what they may or may not have 
thought doesn’t change the fact that the 
situation did not warrant Russia’s ac- 
tions. — Ed. 


A FIRE-SUPPORT IDEA 

I like the idea proposed by George 
Burnett in the Dec. ‘08 issue: instead 
of an expensive-to-the-point-of-silli- 
ness new Navy destroyer with a 


“super-gun” for Marine landing 
support, a better support platform 
would be as follows: 

A USN Wasp-class amphibious as- 
sault ship equipped with the follow- 
ing Marine artillery, positioned on 
the flight deck: High Mobility Ar- 
tillery Rocket System and/or the 
self-propelled howitzer, such as the 
155mm M109. As the Zumwalt-class 
destroyer’s main projectile arma- 
ment (not missile) is only 155mm, 
this ship is unnecessary for am- 
phibious support and its abandon- 
ment should save our grandchildren 
a ton of money. 

Of course, I know the Navy brass 
isn’t going to give up their super- 
whammy-dyne new toy (defense/ 
offense against the Chicoms?), but 
at least some better utilization of the 
equipment we have should be the 
“word of the day.” 


Ken Johnson 


It’s an idea, but the Wasp-class ships 
currently are needed to carry Harriers, 


ONE LIGHT. BATTLE oni 


ressure s 


Ospreys, Cobras, and other aerial assets 
that the Marines need. The need for fire- 
support is not going to go away. — Ed. 


TUNA — WHAT CAN’T IT DO? 

Here is something to try. 

Last week while I was coaching 
my Jerusalem Spec-Ops Border Po- 
lice snipers for the Israeli Police An- 
nual National SWAT Competition, 
one of the guys (they are all 

Continued on page 58 
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Howard Linett with his AR-10. 
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win 


LOL. 


By Joseph C. Smith 


AFRICAN MERCENARY leader 
“Mad” Mike Hoare didn’t just kill 
African commies by the thousands, 
but had a plan to bulletproof the rest 
from Marxist domination: create a 
black middle class! 

He dropped this grenade on a very 
conservative white audience in Dur- 
ban South Africa, in 1975—-a decade 
after he defeated a communist as- 
sault to seize the Congo. His role in 
that hyped event was that of a “draw 

ard” to boost attendance. His “mis- 
sion” was to swagger to the dais, reel 
off a few battle- 
field stories 
from his Congo 
years, and then 
politely walk 
off stage 
bathed in 
warm. ap- 
plause. 

Instead he 
told his sea of 
white faces that 
blacks were the 
biggest victims 
of the Marxist 
tide that threat- 
ened all of 
Africa. “Fight 
communists 
with the a 
weapons of . 
capitalism” 
(from The Sey- 
chelles Affair), 
he challenged 
them. 

“Improve the 
lot of the 
blacks. Create a 
solid black 
middle class 
that would 
have some- 
thing to 
lose, some 
reason to 


FIOARE’S P 
COMMWMIE-PROOF AFRIC 


MAD MIKE'S 
PLAN T0 
CREATE A 
BLACK MIDDLE 
CLASS 


fight against communism. I saw 
these tactics succeed in the Congo.” 
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Then he pulled the pin on the 

“grenade” and lobbed it. He recom- 
mend that a full ten percent of the 
taxes his audience paid South Africa 
each year be channeled into raising 
the living standards of blacks and 
“vast sums” of those tax dollars be 
poured into black education. 

The audience was stunned mute 
and Col. Hoare was not invited back. 
But the incident reflects Hoare’s so- 
cial conscience and belief that 
poverty is the fertilizer that nour- 
ishes the roots of communism. 


_ One life-changing day in 
Aba, a Congo town circa 1964, 
turned Col. Hoare into the 
anti-Marxist he remains to 
this day. While leading his 5 
Commando “Wild Geese” 
mercenaries, he stumbled 
across a school, but wasn’t 
greeted by laughing children, 
rather by silence, bottle flies, 
and that sweet sick smell of 
human corpses. 

“Simbas,” armed and in- 
doctrinated by the Chinese 
and Russians, had swept 
through Alba, and a witness 
described the scene to Col. 
Hoare. “The political commis- 
sars made them line up here . 
..and pointed to a long wall. 
The professors here and the 
boys there. They asked every- 
body who could read and 
write to step forward. Some of 
the boys did. The soldiers 
took these boys and their 
masters away and killed 
them.” 

At that moment of 
epiphany, Hoare knew the 
first move of the communists 
was to find a fertile field (full 
of the poor) to till and then 
destroy the “weeds,” i.e., 
Western society. 

Continued on page 56 
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I was the total skeptic. Not only had I lifted weights 
and run long distance for years, but I had major success 
under my belt, including a world kung fu championship 
and a national collegiate wrestling ae 

So I just didn't want to believe what Karl, a 76- 
year old man told me about exercising WITHOUT 
weights... and WITHOUT long-distance running. 

Most importantly, I didn’t want to hear that a good 
exercise program only took a few minutes. Hate to 
admit it, but I was addicted to the “hard work or noth- 
ing” mentality and refused to believe you could get into 
the best shape of your life by doing LESS... not more. 

Let me tell you, when I looked at this so-called “old 
man’s” physique and watched him demonstrate his 
exercises, I could not look the other way. I had to check 
them out-for myself, even if it meant saying, “Okay, I've 
wasted a lot of time doing it the wrong way.” 

What I discovered shocked me from head to toe! 


Before I met Karl I THOUGHT I was strong. I 
thought I was tough. But the exercises he gave me 
exploited every weakness that weights and runnin 
could not cover, In a matter of minutes, I knew Kal 
“had me.” 

So I gave up the weights and began a routine of 
bodyweight calisthenics called Combat Conditioning. 
Afterall, when a man of 76 can do things that a 36-year 
old cannot do, that tells you that “Yes, there’s gold in 
them there hills.” 

The exercises I learned had such a profound and 
dramatic effect on me, that for six years I have beén 
introducing men and women of all ages and of all 
backgrounds to this extraordinary program — and the 
results are shocking, awe-inspiring and PROOF that 
this syscem works, and works FAST. 

Who is Combat Conditioning for? 

Ie’s for the hard-working man or woman who often 
finds ic difficult to squeeze in a quick workout. 

It’s for the traveling executive who sleeps in hotel 
rooms more than at home. 

I¢s for those who have trained their whole lives 6n 
weights. 

I¢s for athletes, martial artists and the military. 

And .. IT’S FOR the man or woman who hasn't done 

a lick of exercise in decades. 

Even One Minute a Day Brings Results! 

Unlike other exercise program where you are told you 
MUST do 30 minutes of cardio pet day and an hour of 
weights, to get results, Combat Conditioning is totally 

ifferent. 15 minutes is all it takes to whoop the hard- 
core trainee. But for the total beginner, he or she can get 
results starting with ONLY one minute a day. And no, 
this is not a joke. 
Time is not the issue! 

Forget all those workouts that take all day. With 

Combat Conditioning, all that’s required is your own 


Matt Furey 

won a hational collegiate wrestling ide in 1985 and a world 
shuai-chiao kung fu championship in 1997. Furey has a knack 
for taking the average and ordinary person and transforming him 
with his powerful programs. Furey was inducted into the Edinboro 


University Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998 and spends much time 
each year traveling throughout the world, searching for the very 
best information available ro his world-wide audience. His website, 
www.mattfarey.com, is one of the finest in the world, giving 
valuable information that changes lives. . 


“The Ultimate 
Fitness Program 
for Soldiers” 


flexibility. Can be done 


Simultaneously increases strength, endurance and 


anytime, anywhere. 


By Matt Furey 


Best-selling author of Combat Conditioning 


body and a tiny “get started NOW” decision to DO a 
little something each day. 

The key to your success is in the magical, transforma- 
tive power of these exetcises — not in your belief system 
about hard work. For many people, just one tep is all 
they can do at first, and they’te shaking like a leaf on 
a windy day in Chicago, And so, that’s all that person 
should do at first. Even if you think you're not doing 
nba? — the exercises work their magic anyway. Your 
body has it’s own intelligence and will work FOR YOU 
if you'll simply get out of the way and let it. 

When you do, pretty soon you'll be the type of 
person who can do 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64 or 128 repeti- 
tions and feel no fatigue. Instead of tiredness you'll feel 
exhilaration and ENERGY. Youre building strength 
and endurance ftom the INSIDE-OUT. And believe 
me, once you can do more than a few reps, inches of’ 
unsightly fat and pounds of excess flab will fly off your 
body at break-neck speed. 


New Results from Forgotten Exercises 


Are the exercises in Combat Conditioning NEW? 
Well, not really. They go back about 5,000 years — but 
for the most part, they got lost in the shuffle when 
weights, gadgets and gyms came around. So although 
they arent NEW, they're “New cto YOU!” 

Before I learned these exercises, I read about the 
Great Gama of India, a wrestler who followed. this 
program and was unbeaten in 5,000 matches. I also 
read that the legendary Bruce Lee did these exercises, 
too, And we all know about Lee's incredible martial 
arts skills. Then there was the All-Pro NFL running 
back, Hershell Walker, who did bodyweight exercises 
each day. The list goes on and on. The key is in having 
a proven program with a track record, and Combat 
Conditioning is just that. 

Puts You into the Old Clothes You Dream of 

Wearing Again! 


The main reason why Combat Conditioning works 
is because it targets all che weak links in your body. And 


when all those weak links are given a little attention, 
your entire body gets stronger, faster, more pow 
and more energetic. Spend time each day doing a few 
functional exercises and the payoff is HUGE. 

You get functional strength, endurance and flex- 
ibility ~ all at the same time. Not to mention seeing 
The MeXcess winch eSMetLyIN 8 Ce aes ee ie mere man ~ 


off your body, making it '(] Yes, Please Send Me Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises for Fitness 
for only $29.95 plus $6 S&H ($12 foreign S&H}, and if I'm one of the first 25 to order, 
| will also receive 3 Special Reports on eliminating knee, back and shoulder pain. 


easy for you to fit into the ! 
clothes you dteam of wear- ' 


burn excess body fat a lot, lot faster. This means 
fitting into the clothes you WANT to wear. 

2. Packs attractive and healthy functional muscles (not 
grotesque) onto your entire body 

3. Simultaneously doubles your strength and flex- 
ibility ~ and does so without needing separate 
workouts foreach. .  ~ 

4. Quadtuples your endurance inside of 30 days. 
Never get tired again. 

5. Within a couple weeks, it often eliminates chron- 

ic back and shoulder pain from years of heavy 

squats, deadlifts and bench pressing — or other 
forms of abuse. 

Sleep like a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no 

longer a goal. It’s automatic. As soon as you hit the 

rack youre out like a light. 

7. Your self-confidence will have no bounds. 
Especially when you got compliments from . 
people who hardly paid attention to you before. 

8. You can train anywhete. You don’t need more than 
a few square feet of carpet or pavement and youre 
all set. You don’t need equipment. Just your own 
bodyweight. 

9. You get a kick-butt workout done in 15 minutes 
or less. 

10. You'll turn back the clock. Friends may tell you 
that you look 5-10 years younger. 

11. You'll have an explosive type of strength that 
weights cannot give you. Your every movement 
will be lively and full of vigor. __ 

12. Your muscles will be pliable and powerful, like a 
tiger's. 

Here’s How to Order 


Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises for 
Fitness has 48 super effective bodyweight exercises along 
with seven different programs that will get you into 
kick-butt shape fast. Onder NOW and you'll receive 3 
free Special Reports on how to eliminate knee, back and 
shoulder pain. Your total investment in this no-nonsense 
book is only $29.95 plus $6 S&H U.S. (foreign orders 
add $12). Order online at www.mattfurey.com. 

Or pick up the phone right now and call 1 813 994 
8267 to order. You can also send a money order to Matt 
Furey Enterprises, Inc., 10339 Birdwatch Drive, Tampa, 
EL, 33647, 


ing again. Stop dreaming. + 

Start DOING. And get NAME: 

Bao | ADDRESS: 
12 Ways Combat | c 
Conditioning Will: UR 
Change Your Life! | Country: 


Follow this prograrn + EMAIL: 


and your body is going to! Money Order drawn from a U.S. bank 
{j MasterCard 


e big time. In fact, : , 
I’ve eae list of 12 of | q Visa 
the most powerful benefits | 
that hundreds of thou- ! 
sands of others all over the } Exp: 
world have gotten from the ! 
Combat Conditioning! 
program. Let's take a look: ! 
1. Cranks up your ! 

metabolism so you: 


© Gold Medal Publications, Inc. * www.mattfurey.com 


Carp No: 


SIGNATURE: 
1 Make Check/Money Order Payable to: 
Matt Furey Enterprises, Inc. 
10339 Birdwatch Dr., Tampa, Florida 33647, USA 
(813) 994-8267 © www.mattfurey.com 
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COL. HOARE’ S$ PLAN TO COMMIE- PROOF AFRICA co Continued from page 54 


COMMIES ELIMINATE THE 
INTELLIGENTSIA 


“The intelligentsia must be de- 
stroyed,” said Hoare in The Seychelles 
Affair. “It is part of the basic doctrine 
of communism.” The communists 
must destroy all vestiges of Western 
civilization, capitalism, and that 
quaint superstition called religion. 

Only after the old is bulldozed 
away can the communists build a 
_ social matrix where all are beholden 

to, and controlled by, the state. 

So, nearly a half century later, did 
Col. Hoare, and the rest of us (I 
fought Marxist Robert Mugabe’s 
“boys in the bush” for 37 months in 
the Rhodesian Army)—in the long 
run—win or lose our, anti-communist 
African campaigns? 

Well, Professor J. Peter Pham of 
James Madison University, also Sen- 
ior Fellow for Africa Policy Studies at 
the Washington, D. C., think tank , 
Foundation for the Defense of 
Democracies has this sobering assess- 
ment: 


THE SOVIETS LOST THE 


COLD WAR 

“History records that the Soviet 
Union lost the Cold,War. However, 
when one looks across Africa today 
and examines many of thdse holding 
positions of power, it is not altogether 
clear that communists didn’t win the 
continent—thanks in large part to the 
failure of the United States and its al- 
lies to fully appreciate what was at 
stake.” 

Russian and China provide a kind 
of bullet-proof curtain for corrupt 

’ African despots and the quid pro quo 
is blatantly obvious: “You (referring 
to corrupt African despots) give us 
access to your strategic minerals and 
markets and we will always protect 
you at the United Nations.” 

Ever wonder why the United Na- 
tions doesn’t act in Darfur? China is 
sucking oil from Sudanese soil! Each 
member of the permanent UN Secu- 
rity Council has VETO POWER. As 
members, both China and Russia 
would have the right to veto, let’s just 
say, a plan to invade Zimbabwe. 


THE BIGGEST SLAUGHTER- 


HOUSE IN THE WORLD 
Hoare’s old Congo is today the 


Undated Bureau of Prisons mugshot of 
Bayard Rustin 


biggest slaughterhouse in the world, 
an endless loop of murder, rape and 
internal war. 

But during that magic time “win- 
dow,”1977-1980, when the USA 
might have made a positive differ-: 
ence in Africa’s future, President 
Jimmy Carter made a fatal—for 
Africa—wrong turn. President 
Carter and his Africa point man, An- 
drew Young, big champions of 
Marxist Robert Mugabe, decided to 
ignore Rhodesia’s first majority elec- 
tion and bullied the United King- 
dom to do likewise. 

Black moderate and anti-commu- 
nist Bishop Abel Muzorewa clearly 
won that election (54 percent of the 
vote) to become Zimbabwe’s first 
black prime minister in 1979. 

So why did President Carter hang 
with Mugabe, by far the most sinis- 
ter of all possible choices? Because 
Mugabe was the candidate recom- 
mended by Mugabe’s one-party 
“thugocracy” despots in neighbor- 
ing African countries. 


U.S. BETRAYAL A TRAVESTY 

“The betrayal of Muzorewa is one 
of the more craven episodes in 
American foreign policy,” wrote 
James Kirchick, assistant editor of 
The New Republic, in his sensational 
exposé “How Tyranny Came to Zim- 
bawe: Jimmy Carter Still Has a Lot 
to Answer For,” which ran June 18, 
2007 in The Weekly Standard. 

“History will not look kindly on 
those in the West who insisted on 
bringing the avowed Marxist Mu- 
gabe into the government,” wrote 
Kirchick. “In particular, the Jimmy 
Carter foreign policy... bears some 
responsibility for the fate of a small 
African country (Zimbabwe) with 
scant connection to American na- 
tional interests.” 


None other than Bayard Rustin, 
advisor to Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and chief organizer of the 1963 
march on Washington (“I Have A 
Dream”), declared the first majority- 
rule election in Rhodesia to be “re- 
markably free and fair.” 

Civil rights icon Rustin, in Rhode- 
sia as a Freedom House observer, 
added, “With the United States 
openly deferring to the wishes of 
ZANU, ZAPU, and their enablers 
among the African tyrannies, we 
have found ourselves, until now, tac- 
itly aligned with groups armed by 
Moscow, hostile to America, antago- 
nistic to democracy, and unpopular 
within Rhodesia itself.” 


DICTATORSHIP BY A SMALL 


BLACK ELITE 

“Tf the presidents of Zambia, 
Mozambique, Tanzania, and Angola 
have their way,” Rustin wrote, “ma- 
jority rule will take a form more or 
less similar to what exists in their 
own countries; which is to say that it 
will be a dictatorship by a small 
black elite over a destitute black 
population.” 

In response to Carter’s refusal to 
accept the legitimacy-of the April 
1979 election, the Washington Post 
editorialized that the administration 
was “ignoring fairness and impar- 
tiality in order to court those black 
African states, mostly petty dictator- 
ships or paper democracies.” 

Rustin, were he still alive, would 
weep to see that his predictions 
came true. Muzorewa was an anti- 
communist who believed in repre- 
sentative government. Kirchick 
believes that had the USA and UK. 
recognized that February 1979 elec- 
tion in Rhodesia, it would have sent 
a different signal to other African na- 
tions, and just maybe Africans could 
finally begin to be actually “liber- 
ated.” 

If you were to ask Col. Hoare if 
he is bitter about the outcome of 
Africa, I suspect he would say 
“yes,” but that he found the chal- 
lenges and rewards of command 
completely fulfilling. I doubt he 
would want to re-write any part of 
his history except perhaps The Sey- 
chelles Affair. 
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SOF MP5 TEE 
Black, heavyweight 100% 
preshrunk cotton shortsleve 
M -L- XL (2XL - 3XL Add $2) 


SOF Polo 

Red & white embroidery on 

black 100% preshunk cotton 
-L- XL (2XL - 3XL) Add $2) 


ao 


COVERT OPS TEE 
Green, heavyweight 100% 
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; Covert Ops Green Tee S-M-L-XL _ sd19.95 
: XXL-XXXL “We 21.95 
: | SOF MP5 Black Tee S-M-L-XL me 19.95 .. 
1 meie-XXXLo iQ 
y Rhodesian Army WhiteTee S-M-L-XL _ = 19.95 = 
r XXL - XXXL 271.95 _ 
1 Shipping/Handling: $7.00 first item, $1.50 each add’l item: 
1 Sales tax may apply TOTAL — 
' Foreign and Canadian orders ADD $15 PER ITEM 


1 When mailing your order, please include a card with the following information 
legibily written: Complete Name, Address (including City/State/Country/ZIP), 
; Phone Number, Email (if available) 


(1 Check or Money Order Enclosed (Please use aa 


: | | C1 Visa/MC/AmEx # 
BLACK SATIN JACKET 
Comfortable, lightweight Exp Date / Signature 
jacket with buttons. : Sizes and quantities are limited. Prices do not include shipping. No refunds. 


1 Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 


$-M-L-XL 
(2XL - 3XL Add $2) 
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Russians) took out a can of police- 
issue tuna. Of course it is in oil. He 
tried some of the oil as a lubricant 
on an M16. It worked. Then he put a 
match to the can of tuna and 

used the flame to heat the water for 
our coffee. Finally, he ate the tuna as 
a hot entree. He said it was a Russ- 
ian trick he picked up from friends 
in the Russian Army on a trip home 
in August. 


Howard Linnett 


Now that is versatility! — Ed. 


WHAT IS THAT KNIFE? 


I’ve enjoyed reading your articles 
for some time now. I recently read 
your Nov. 2008 article in SOF enti- 
tled, ‘Survival in the Wilderness.’ 
My question is about the knife with 
orange handles that is pictured on 
page 54. I’ve never seen anything 
like it before, but it’s just what I’m 
looking for in a general bush knife. 
Could you please let me know if you 
sell them, or perhaps where I could 


SOUTHORD 


j 


Precision, proféssional locksmith tools. Fully 
hardened spring stainless steel picks. Closes 
info fo a fully self-contained tool that can be 
carried in the pocket or on a key ring! 


JPXS-6 Alloy Handle 39-30 
JPXS-6F Fiberglass Handle $23.95 
Shipping additianal (per order) $5.85 
CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 
Call, email, or write for our free catalog 
Southern Ordnance 
PMB 280 
380 South SR 434 #1004 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 
Phone Toll Free: 877-667-7292 Phone; 407-774-7078 
Fax Toll Free: 800-854-1930 Fax: 810-821-8263 
Emaif; sales@southord.com 
www.southord.com 
Gee Ie et asserts, wi froud of 
bona fide member of the tocksmithing 
er fare quallfied person 


By ploch 
coals 


This is the knife SOF Survival Editor Jeff Randall men- 


tioned in his article. 


find one if you do not carry them? I 
would appreciate your response. 


Jeff Robinson 


Are you talking about the knife in the 
attached photo? If so, it is one that we © 
had built to our specs. — Jeff Randall, 
SOF Survival Editor 


TWO DAYS... 
It only took [Obama and Biden] 
two days to state they want to de- 


ry 


stroy the gun industry. I 
think it’s time for our 
own million-person 
march. Also support let- 
ters from all the indus- 
try vendors stating how 
many manufacturing 
and support jobs will be 
lost. 

The NRA, NSSF and 
everyone needs to step 
up. How about a com- 
mercial from the presi- 
dent of Remington 

ad stating the facts? There 
must be a Remington in 
half the households of America. 


Dave 


Ain’t that the truth. Not only is the 
right to keep and bear arms vital to the 
Republic’s health, but also those who 
produce the arms that are kept and 
borne. What is worse is that while they 
are being busybodies about what is in 
peoples’ gun safes and how many 
rounds a magazine for a Glock or AR-15 
can hold, the real criminals will be com- 
mitting a lat of crimes. — Ed. 
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DPMS .223 M-4 Upper Assembly 


ARR-520 ... 


int 


America's Ultimate 
Shooting Sports 
Discounter 


AIM-11403 ... $499.97 


Chip McCormick® ~ 

1911 .45 ACP We ‘ 

8 Rounds, Standard, Stainless . . 
MAG-277 ... $17.97 ° 

Beretta .40 S&W 


11 Rounds, Factory, Used 
MAG-148 ... $13.97 Trijicon TA31RCO 
4x32 ACOG 
Red Cheveron Reticle 
Dual Illumination 
SCP-451 ... $1275.97 


Beretta M92 
9mm, Blued Steel, 
15 Rounds 


MAG-141 ... $14.97 


GLOCK 17 9mm 
17 Rounds, Factory 
MAG-240 ... $24.97 


AR-15 Bolt and 
Carrier Assembly 
ARR-117 ... $139.97 


Mako 


AR-15 Detachable 
Carry Handle 
ARR-187 ... $24.97 


GLOCK Model 21 
-45 Caliber, 13 Rounds 
MAG-250 ... $24.97 


GLOCK 22 .40 S&W 
15 Rounds, Factory 
MAG-241 ... $24.97 


GLOCK Model 23 


.40 S&W, 13 Rounds ¢" 
MAG-245 ... $24.97 


Thompson 1928 Drum 
.45 ACP, 50 Round Drum 
MAG-259 ... $199.97 


Ruger Mini-30 7.62x39 
30 Rounds, ProMag, Polymer 
MAG-404 ,., $14.97 


Sportsmen 
Hydra Duffel 
17x9,5x11” 
BAG-212 ... $24.97 

AR-15 ProMag 9mm 7" 
32 Rounds, Black Polymer A& bey 
MAG-060 ... $19.97 ‘Be sncorras 


AR-15 .223 C Products 
30 Rounds, Aluminum, 
Mil-Spec, Moly Coat Finish 
MAG-073 ... $19.97 


AR-15 .223 Orlite 
30 Rounds, Used, 
Fits Bushmaster 
MAG-7390 ... $19.97 


JEOQTech 


M1 Carbine .30 Carbine 
30 Rounds, G.I, Spec by FN 
MAG-345 ... $29.97 


H&K G3 .308 
German Factory 
20 Rounds, Steel, Used 


MAG-303 ... $5.97 Weapcrmotalit 


Model 512 Tactica} 
SCP-7512 ... $399.97 


Intratec Imm AB-10 
36 Rounds, Blued Stee! 
MAG-309 ... $16.97 


GG&G® Back Up 
lron Sights 
GGG-1006 ... $129.97 


Mention this Code 
fo receive these prices. 
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Bushnell® ONIX200 


BOOK-9621 ... 


Golf Ball Launcher 
ARR-225 ... 


Wooden Handle Machete 
14" Blade DBA-151 


$499.97 
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Federal® .223 
XM193 
FMJBT, 55 Grain, 
20 Rounds 
AMM-207 ... $12.18 


Insight® M3 
Tactical Light 
LIGHT-500 ... $84.97 


Aone 


Winchester® 
40 S&W 
FMJ, 180 Grain, 
50 Rounds 
AMN-568 ... $19.49 


Book on Build a 
Beer Can Mortar 
BOOK-2053 ... $6.97 
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Winchester® 
.40 S&W 
FMJ, 165 Grain, 
100 Rounds 
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System and FREI 


Binoculars 
GPS-200 ... $109.97 10 Rounds 
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Wagner-Accuswage 
.50 BMG API 
Silver Tip, 649 Grain, 
10 Rounds 
AMM-989 ... $49.97 
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Lake City .223 
XM193A, FMJ, 55 
Grain, Three 10 
Round Stripper Clips 
AMM.-269 ... $19.29 


me £ pe RIO 
RIO® .410 
Shotgun Shells 
2%" #12 Shot, ¥%2 oz., 
25 Rounds 
AMM-874 ... $9.97 


Book Detailing 
Long Term 
Underground 


Storage 
$13.97 


$29.97 


« $9.97 


Brown Bear 
9x18 Makarov 
FMJ, 94 Grain, 
50 Rounds 
AMM-398 ... $11.49 


Le x: 


Remington® 
Golden Saber 
9mm Luger 
JHP, 147 Grain, 
25 Rounds 
AMM-453 ... $19.49 
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Remington® 
UMC 9mm +P 
MC, 124 Grain, 

50 Rounds 
AMN-417 ... $15.69 
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Bemingion® 
UMC .45 Auto 
JHP, 230 Grain, 
50 Rounds 
AMM-506 ... $31.69 


Remington® 
Desintegrator 
40 S&W 
Frangible, 141 Grain, 
50 Rounds 
AMM-578 ... $20.79 


Federal® TRU .308 
SP, 168 Grain, Urban 
LE , 20 Rounds 
AMM-717 ... $22.79 


S&B® .40 S&W 
FMJ, 180 Grain, 
50 Rounds 
AMN-555 ... $17.19 


ea 
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S&B® .357 Sig 
FMJ, 140 Grain, 
50 Rounds 
AMM-310 ... $22.19 
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S&B® 7.62x25 
Tokarev 
FMJ, 85 Grain, 
50 Rounds 
AMM-620 ... $17.19 


S&B® 6.8mm 
Barnes TSX, 110 
Grain, 

20 Rounds 
AMM-590 ... $37.92 


American Eagle® 
3mm Luger 
TMJ, 124 Grain, 
50 Rounds 
AMM-418 ... $18.39 


DRT 9mm 
Powder Core, 
124 Grain, 50 Rounds 
AMN-463 ... $49.97 


DRT .308 
Powder Core, 
175 Grain, 20 Rounds 
AMM-719 ... $77.29 


DRT .223 
Powder Core, 
79 Grain, 20 Rounds 
AMM-268 ... $24.97 
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Federal® Tactical 
TRU .223 
Nosler Ballistic Tip, 
55 Grain, 20 Rounds 
AMM-262 ... $20.69 
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S&B® .308 
FMJ, 147 Grain, 
20 Rounds 
AMM-922 ... $14.29 


30 CARBINE 


HMI 


S&B® .30 Carbine 
FMJ, 110 Grain, 
50 Rounds 
AMM-600 ... $21.82 


ws 57 MAO 


S&B .357 
Magnum 
SP, 158 Grain, 
50 Rounds 
AMM-370 ... $19.29 


Visit our website for the largest 
selection of ammunition, 
magazines, and shooting gear. 


TERRORISM 


By Dr. Martin Brass 


CONTROVERSIAL NATO 
MEMBERSHIP TALKS, ob- 
jected to by majority of the 
population, are aggravating its 
testy neighbor Russia. 


I cameroon 
HOSTAGES RELEASED! Ten 
oil workers had been taken hostage 
by militants in region slated for hand- 
over to Cameroon from Nigeria. 


— ZIMBABWE power struccle 
CONTINUES between dictator Robert Mugabe and 
MDC as negotiations remain deadlocked. STARVA- 
TION? World Food Bank runs short of cash for food aid. 


ggg 
Ic PAKISTAN warriott 
BOMBING PROBE nets four suspects ac- 
cused of murdering 60 victims. PESHAWAR 
OUT OF CONTROL as repeated suicide 
bombings leave dozens dead. END AIR 
STRIKES, President Zardawi urges General 


Petraeus! PREDATOR STRIKE kills 13 ter- 
rorists, including seven foreign fighters. 


er ey 
eC SRI LANKA orrensive 


AGAINST TAMIL TIGERS calls for the military to be 
heavily equipped in an effort to end 36-year civil war. 


SYRIA beapy us AIR RAID ON 


BORDER kills civilian family of five and three others 

in an attempt to target one suspect. Hapless, trigger- « 
happy US administration wonders why more desper- * 
ate terrorists are created. The IAEA puts Syria on its 
agenda. — 


. f15) 
@ ol BURMA crackpown continues 


as 14 pro-democracy activists are sent to jail for 65 
years. BLOGGER GETS 20 years in prison. 


‘Oo 
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~ BANGLADESH on cxii- 
RATION STANDOFF! Bangladeshi and Burmese le 
ships face off as the latter country attempts oil explo- 
tation in disputed waters. : 


rma INDIA assam BLASTS KILL 77 peo- 


ple, wound 300, triggering a massive manhunt. Sev- 
Milahidden . 


eral suspects connected with the Indian 
arrested. ; 


o- NORTH KOREA sow is Kim? 
Rumors that dictator is crippled persist in spite of the - 

regime circulating photo-shopped photos showing a \ 
healthy Kim. An unconvinced China sends the military 
to the northern border with China in the event that North 
Korean refugees flood China if Kim bites the dust. | 


EG) CHINA TIBET TALKS FAIL! Dalai 


Lama orders the Tibetan people to decide the next | 
step in the wake of diplomacy failure. 


oe LAOS none PROTEST repatriation 
of leaders to Laos by Thailand. Human Rights Watch 
calls on Laos to release information on their status, — 


i BOSNIA «karapzic TRIAL DE- | 
LAYED as accused war criminal and former Bosnian 
Serb leader refused to respond to new indictment. = 
] | 
= VENEZUELA spy convictep in 
MIAMI for acting as an unregistered agent of 


Venezuela. He tried to conceal an effort to deliver 


$800,000 to Argentinean President Cristina Fernandez. 
; 


<= COLOMBIA anwmy HEAD RE- | 
SIGNS, others canned as scandal over alleged civil- . 
ian killings generates heat from UN and human rights 
groups. 


© MS BOLIVIA worates B00TS DRUG EN- 
FORCEMENT AGENCY! Bolivia’s Chavez wanna-be ac- 
cuses anti-drug agency of promoting drug trafficking — so 
he can scarf up on profits from coca production. 


i 


a . 

17) g ANGOLA troops DEPLOYED TO 
CONGO as 250,000 refuges from Congo war flood the 

; country. 


18) A CONGO PhP AND PILLAGE! UN re- 


port claims Congolese troops looted villages, carried out 


rapes, during campaign against rebels. PEACEKEEP- 
ERS TARGETED? Rebels threaten to attack peacekeep- 
ers if they intervene on the side of the government. 


os RWANDA ircomatic crisis wit# 

~__ GERMANY after Germany arrests Rwandan chief of pro- 
tocol pursuant toa French international warrant related to 
missile attack on plane of former Rwandan President 
Habyarimana that killed nine. The assassination trig- 
gered the 1994 genocide that killed an estimated 
300,000: German ambassador booted. Chief ofprotaco! 
agreed on extradition to France, which declared 

lagal standing for its participation in an UN-au- 26 
thorized operation to provide food and medicine. 


to genocide victims. 


KALININGRAD! Putin announces deploy- 
ment of short-range missiles to enclave. Tar- 
get: American missile defense base. 
DUMA RATIFIES TREATIES with break- 
away Georgian provinces of Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia, giving Russia a pretext to 

- keep 7600 troops on Georgian soil. 20 
SAILORS KILLED, 20 injured in worst nu- 
clear submarine accident since 118 died on 
the Kursk in 2000. PUTIN DICTATORSHIP. 
in the works as strongman schemes for two 
more 6-year terms as president. 


pie 
+. AUSTRALIA five sinad 


>» accused of plot to bomb or 
use firearms to defend their “religion.” 


EXTREMISTS 


GEORGIA bar.ine victim OF THE 
WEST brutally murdered hundreds of civilians and devas- 
tated homes in breakaway Ossetia province before war 
with Russia, Human Rights Watch reported. TWO 
WEONGS DON’T MAKE A RIGHT—Russia’s brutal re- 
taliation not justified, group said. OPPOSITION RALLIES 
thas early parliamentary and presidential elections. !s 

‘o-American President Saakashvili in trouble? 


20) ser RUSSIA iskanbers To 


© MM LEBANON isoisercnes 
LIGHT ARMS, SUPPLIES to Lebanese Armed 
Forces in promised support of government. TANKS 
AND AIR DEFENSE SYSTEMS may be on the 
way, much to Israel’s chagrin. 


24) 


oa) j 
a) AFGHANISTAN sritisx aio 
_ WORKER AND TWO GERMAN TROOPS killed by 
Taliban as hostilities heat up. THIRTY BEHEADED, 
SiX MUTILATED HEADS FOUND after Taliban 
kills passengers on bus, accusing them of being 
soldiers in civilian attire. 


| 
| 


m2 o MEXICO SAD ST DRUG KING 
PIN, “The Doctor,” head of the Tijuana Cartel, with 

ya U.S. $5 million bounty on his head, killed in 

. shootout,4000 killed this year, 40 of them be- 

_ headed and heads thrown around or posted on 
fences. ANT;0RUG INFERIOR MINISTER 

((LLED in mysterious plane crash. 


bed 
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ED TO 
RG SIAN Presi- 
dent Saakashvili bythe 
balls, but | saved him, | 
claims French President 


British sailors hostage for days. 
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By Dick Couch” 


In the second part of SOF’s extract of ~ 
Sheriff of Ramadi, the 1st Armored Divi- 
sion and Navy SEALs get ready to clean 
the insurgency out of Ramadi. 


NEW WARFARE 

In early June 2006, the SEALs in 
Ramadi were preparing to engage 
the enemy in a way they had not 
done in their 45-year history. They 
would still operate with the jundis 
that they and the previous task unit 
had trained, and the intelligence and 
targeting cells would continue to 
crank out information on specific in- 
surgent targets. But the focus of 
SEAL operations would be to sup- 
port the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Armored Division of the U.S. 
Army in the battle to retake Ramadi. 
When the Sheriff stepped into the 
streets with his Soldiers and 
Marines, the Navy SEALs would 
back his play. 

The order of battle on the eve of 
this struggle pitted four American 
Army battalions, one Marine battal- 
ion, and two Iraqi Army brigades 
against an unknown and fluid num- 
ber of entrenched insurgents. For the 
Americans there were the 1-35 and 1- 
37 Armor battalions at Camp Ra- 
madi, the 1-6 Infantry battalion 
(mechanized) at Camp Blue Dia- 
mond, the 3/8 Marine infantry bat- 
talion at Hurricane Point, and 1-506 
Infantry battalion at Camp Corregi- 
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Above: The streets of Ramadi. Elements of the U.S. Army patrol in western Ramadi under 
the cover of an M1A2 Abrams tank. Later on, the Iraqi police would be on the streets with 
the Army and the Marines. Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Inset: Home of the Bulldogs. All is quiet now, but this combat outpost, COP Falcon, in 
western Ramadi saw some of the fiercest fighting during the battle. Courtesy of Lieu- 


tenant Steve Ruh 


dor. The Iraqi 7th Brigade was at 
Camp Ramadi with the Iraqi Ist 
Brigade just across Route Michigan 
from Camp Corregidor. All told, 
there were some 5,500 Americans 
and 2,300 Iragis going into the battle 
of Ramadi. Among them was a Navy 
SEAL task unit with thirty-plus com- 
bat-ready SEALs. 


INCURSIONS INTO INSUR- 
GENT TERRITORY 

The battle began on 17 June, with 
two combat outposts (COP) being 
sited simultaneously in the south- 
west and southeast sides of the city. 
A third COP was established on 18 
June in the southeast sector near 
Camp Corregidor. The outposts were 
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named COP Iron, COP Spear, and 
COP Eagles Nest, respectively. These 
initial COPs were designed to block 
insurgent infiltration activity from 
the south. It took several days of 
fighting and building to seize and 
harden each of these three outposts 
and turn back the inevitable insur- 
gent counterattacks. Over the course 
of the next seven months, thirteen 
COPs and several Iraqi police sta- 
tions were established, then de- 
fended on a daily basis. SEALs were 
involved from the beginning in 
nearly all of these operations. Each of 
these outpost operations was an in- 
cursion into insurgent-controlled ter- 
ritory. Each one was different, but 
each was always combative—a story 


Main entrance to the team house. Memorial at 

the quarterdeck of the team house at Camp 

Marc Lee in honor of Marc Lee and Mike Mon- 

MARC LEP soor. SEAL team emblems surround an aerial 
cane rh ok view of the camp. Courtesy of Lieutenant 

s Se = Steve Ruh 


that the buildings we wanted to use 
would be inadequate, and we would 
have to have more structures than 
we'd initially planned on for this 
COP. This was a residential area, and 
our original plan was to occupy four 
residences. We ended up with 
) eleven at COP Falcon. The taking 
and occupation of residents’ houses 
| are done with a lot of care and ap- 
provals that go up to the brigade 
| level and beyond. We’re not exactly 


; = seem the ideal tenants you want in your 
1 home, but the Iragis we had to relo- 
Falcon, I was the company pote cate for COP Falcon were well and 
unto itself. I’ve chosen one of these mander, and I led the reconnaissance 
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Ramadion 25 June. Ehis impoxtant IEDs. In those days, when you drove tion has to be done in short period of 
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Bradley [Fighting Vehicle], expect better chance we have of achieving 


pabaseiipe and Sunse toads pie IEDs. I did get close enough to see 


heart of “Indian country.” 

“There are a lot of moving parts to 
putting in a COP,” Captain Mike Ba- INTRDDUCING A 
jema told me. “It’s a multilayered NEW RELEASE! 
process that requires the organiza- ssi ati be nit 5 oecaee 
tion of diverse forces and the staging +4 
of a lot of materials.” Mike Bajema 
was the Bravo Company commander 
with the 1-37 Armor battalion of the 
American 1st Armored Division at 


Camp Ramadi, and a veteran of close aif ry : 
to three years of continuous duty in On LY md a 


Iraq. Bajema grew up in Seattle and 
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graduated from Washington State. Arare glimpse into the world of high-risk rescue 
1 and recovery. This new DVD includes first hand 
He’s an armor officer, a tanker, and accounts of frightening and life threatening DANGER CALLS 
professional Soldier to the core events, never before explored in such detail and ai: 
F — depth. Discover what it means to sacrifice... 
“The site of a prospective COP is 


chosen by the higher-ups with some “THAT OTHERS MAY LIVE.” 
thought to its role in the overall bat- 
tle plan, the logistics, terrain, and 
even the psychological impact it 
might have on the enemy and the 
people in the surrounding area. 
Lives are at risk, so each one is sited 
very carefully. Once a site is identi- 
fied, the next step is for the company 
commander who will be in com- 
mand of the COP to make a recon- 
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to put eyes on the buildings that will f TACTIGAL WWW.OPSGEAR.COM 
form the COP—kind of a combat 
suitability study. In the case of COP 
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surprise. The taking of a COP is a 
battalion-plus operation with help 
from the engineers and the SEALs. 
The engineers take satellite imagery 
and any photo-reconnaissance im-~- 
agery, and design the outpost 


perimeter. This means they have to 
determine what exterior walls exist 
that they can make use of, and 

what concrete walls are needed to 
create a completely walled, defensi- 
ble compound. The Army engineers, 
the Navy Seabees, and the battalion 
support platoon, along with my 
headquarters element, have to figure 
out how much is needed in the way 
of concrete barriers, food, water, con- 
certina wire, generators, plywood, 
two-by-fours, ammunition, sand- 
bags, et cetera. In other words, what 
will it take to build the COP and 
what will it take initially to sustain 
the COP? The materials, type and 
quantities, have to be calculated, 
staged, and some estimate made of 
how many flatbed trucks and how 
many trips it will take to move the 


Wipe-Out ” 


materials from Camp Ramadi to the 
new COP location. For COP Falcon 
alone, the initial push called for 
10,000 sandbags. In addition to erect- 
ing the walls, we had to build out 
eight fixed rooftop fighting posi- 


lier to do our own recon of this COP 
site,’ Lars Beamon said of the COP 
Falcon operation. “It was one of sev- 
eral maritime operations we con- 
ducted in Ramadi.” COP Falcon was 
the first joint combat operation con- 
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Left: Job one—training Iraqi Army scouts. SEALs from 
Team Seven at Camp Ramadi follow Iraqi soldiers as they fire at sithouette targets 
while moving forward. Courtesy of Lieutenant Steve Ruh 


Above: Clearing the second story. Two soldiers of 1-37 Armor race up to the second story 
of a building to check for insurgent presence—dangerous business for soldiers and for 


SEALs. Courtesy of Captain Mike Bajema 


tions. We had to plan for new wiring, 
lighting, power distribution, and 
communications. There had to be a 
forklift at the COP to unload pallets 
and move concrete barriers into 
place. There also had to be a very 
brave combat forklift driver. The 
build-out was a 78-hour mission, 
with the first 48 hours the most criti- 
cal. I had to plan for rest breaks for 
all the engineers, builders, and driv- 
ers. The actual mission began with 
getting the security package in place, 
and that started with the Navy 
SEALs.” 

“We had gone in a few nights ear- 
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ducted by Captain Bajema and Lieu- 
tenant Beamon. There would be 
more, as the SEALs would soon sor- 
tie often from COP Falcon into 
southwest Ramadi. Their relation- 
ship from the beginning was proto- 
typical of the Army-SEAL bonding. 
Here’s Mike Bajema on Lars Bea- 
mon: “We’re brothers from different 
mothers.” Lars Beamon said of Ba- 
jema, “I never met a more capable 
and dedicated warrior than Mike Ba- 
jema.” 


“We inserted by Marine SURC 
[Small Unit Riverine Craft] off the 
Habbaniyah Canal and patrolled in 
on foot,” Beamon said of the SEAL 
recon. “The Marines have some great 
boats—quiet, well-armed, and with 
convenient bow-entry doors. The 
Marines who man them know their 
business and are very professional 
on the water. We were very comfort- 
able having them insert and extract 
us on missions. Once ashore we con- 
ducted a careful reconnaissance. We 
made a point to move about an ex- 
tended area so we wouldn't tip off 
the exact location of the new COP. 
Yet we were able to get some good 


Pre a 


IR pictures of the COP buildings. 
This was a pretty dangerous area, 
down on the edge of the Al Muale- 
meen District. When we got to the 
neighborhood where the COP was to 
be sited, we found two guys in the 
street planting an IED. We shot them 
both. Then we completed our recon 
and got back to the boats.” 

The day before the operation was 
to kick off, a long train of trucks, 
tanks, supplies, and staged materials 
was carefully assembled at Camp 
Ramadi. Then there were extensive 
briefings for all units involved. There 
were final operational 
orders to be given, com- 
munications plans dis- 
tributed and radio 
checks performed, pre- 
mission inspections 
held, and a massive 
amount of details that 
needed attention. Cap- 
tain Mike Bajema was 
everywhere. Everyone 
involved were profes- 


sionals and pretty 
much knew their jobs, but Bajema 
checked everything. This would be 
his COP and his company’s home for 
the next six months or more. 


THEIR WORLD WAS ABOUT 


TO CHANGE 

After dark on the evening of 24 
June, an expanded SEAL element 
was again inserted by Marine 
SURCs. Those living in the houses 
that would compose the COP were 
still unaware that their world was 
about to change. The SEALs, their 
EOD techs, a Marine ANGLICO (Air 
Naval Gunfire Liaison Company) air 
controller, interpreters, and their 
contingent of scouts quietly made 


ve. They were 
all traveling heavy; as they would be 
out several days and, in anticipation 
of heavy fighting, they carried a 
great deal of ammunition. 

“We didn’t have to wait long to 
make contact,” Beamon said, “as we 


their way t to the obje ctis 


killed an armed insurgent on the way 


in. It let the Army know we were on 
the job; when they rolled up, there 
was a muj facedown in the street at 
the entrance to their new COP. We 
went into the main house, a tall 
three-story residence. The scouts and 
the terps explained to the residents 


Left: More door kicking. 
Forced armed entry was 

' sometimes the only way to 
gain access to a building in 
Ramadi. Often two boots 
were needed. Courtesy of 

' the U.S. Army 


Above: Reliving the battle. 
The author stands with 
Lieutenant Ned Hurt on the 
roof of the Full Metal 
Jacket building, talking 
about the role of the Corregidor SEALs 
during the battle. Hurt had two combat 
tours in Ramadi. Courtesy of Lieutenant 
Steve Ruh 


what was coming, and they took it 
stoically. These are people used to 
war. We set up shooting positions in 
the upper stories, and called Mike to 
tell him we were in place. Our job 
now was to provide a sniper over- 
watch along the routes that the lead 
Army elements were going to use to 
get to the COP location. 

Since this area was known to be 
liberally sprinkled with IEDs, the 


Dagger clearance teams came in first, 


ahead of the armor. These brave sol- 
diers and their heavily armored ve- 
Continued on page 66 
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hicles are charged with route clear- 
ance—in this case from Camp Ra- 
madi to COP Falcon. These are the 
IED-removal specialists. They have a 
variety of equipment from specially 
configured Bradley Fighting Vehi- 
cles to large trucks called Buffalos 
that look a lot like garbage trucks. 
These vehicles have wire roller 
brushes, mechanical arms, and 
other physical-removal appara- 
tuses. They also emit a broad spec- 
trum of radio frequency energy to 
disrupt radio-controlled or cell- 
phone-initiated IEDs. There is 
nothing subtle about a Dagger 
Team. They have racks of spotlights 
and they make lots of noise—audi- 
bly and electronically. They are 
manned by some of the bravest sol- 
diers in the battlespace. The SEALs 
watched as they approached, specifi- 
cally looking for insurgents with 
shoulder-fired antitank rocket 
launchers (RPGs) who could 
threaten the Dagger Team vehicles. 


Next comes the armor—the regu- 
lar M3 Bradleys and the M1A2 
Abrams tanks. They follow the Dag- 
ger Teams in and fan out around the 
COP to provide a cordon of security 
around the site. Close behind them is 
a company of infantry soldiers for 
additional security. There needs to be 
an area sufficiently cleared around 
the Falcon site in order to protect the 
builders of the COP. This could be a 
radius of a city block or more. With 
armor and infantry in place, Captain 
Bajema, his Bravo Company Bull- 
dogs (the nickname for the Soldiers 
of Bravo Company of the 1-37 
Armor), and their supporting 
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elements come in and occupy the 
buildings. For COP Falcon, Bajema 
has two mechanized infantry pla- 
toons, a mortar platoon used as a 


They also fought. One of the many inter- 
preters who worked with the SEALs during 
the battle, this “terp,’ seen here at Camp 
Corregidor, was an American citizen whose 
parents were born in Iraq; he spoke flawless 
English and Arabic. Photo by Dick Couch 


light infantry platoon, a tank pla- 
toon, an engineering platoon, and a 
headquarters platoon. As Mike Ba- 
jema and his people move in, Lars 
Beamon and his snipers move out. 
Sometimes the SEALs will leave an 
overwatch element at the COP, but 
not this time. They patrol out from 
the new COP, past the infantry and 
armor, to set up sniper overwatch 


Quick-reléase Picatinny trait 
Tount with lock screw 


T-PodSL 


Now available 
with built-in 
100 Lumen 
Tactical Light! 


positions along the routes they've 
determined the insurgents are most 
likely to use to mount a counterat- 
tack. 


“We liked to get out and into 
our shooting positions well before 
daylight,” one of the platoon 
snipers told me. “Usually we’ve 
identified the buildings where we 
wanted to set up, but sometimes 
we'd make a last-minute deci- 
sion to change from one to an- 
other. It becomes an issue with 
the security of the position and 
the fields of fire. It seems as if 
it’s always a compromise be- 
tween good shooting positions 
and good security—offense 
and defense. It’s never a per- 
fect world, and in Ramadi we 
nearly always had to trade off 
~¥) one for the other. No two over- 
watches are the same. We like 
a building that has high shooting po- 
sitions and fields of fire along two 
avenues—more if we can find the 
right location. This is not rocket sci- 
ence, and the bad guys know what 
makes a good shooting perch as well 
as we do. As much as we want the 
good shooting positions, we’re al- 
ways looking for a building that 
doesn’t have too many blind spots— 
avenues of approach where the 
enemy can sneak up and get close.” 


I spoke with a number of SEALs 
about these operations and their ac- 
counts varied along a familiar 
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theme. This might be a good time to 
outline the mechanics of a sniper 
overwatch as they evolved in the 
battle of Ramadi. On occasion, a suit- 
able abandoned structure was found, 
but for the most part, they were oc- 
cupied residences, and the occupants 
had to be dealt with. This was done 
in various ways, by a polite knock 
on the door up to a full-on explosive 
breaching and building takedown, 
but usually the former. The residents 
were told what was happening and 
given assurance that they’d be paid 
for their inconvenience. Once the 
SEAL element went inside, no one 
was allowed to leave until the mis- 
sion was finished. Sometimes these 
residents were cordial and amenable, 
and made tea for their surprise 
guests; other times they were with- 
drawn and hostile. But the work had 
to go on. In most cases, the scouts 
held the residents on the lower floor 
and tended to security while the 
SEAL shooters took to the upper 
floors or rooftops. Depending on the 
building and its configuration, it 
takes a while to get set up. And it 
also depends on how many guns 
were sent in for the overwatch. 
When there were no suitable shoot- 
ing stations from windows or 
rooftops, the latter proving danger- 
ous as the battle wore on, a hole had 
to be made in the walls for the 
sniper-rifle barrels. This was some- 
times done with a loophole charge— 
a quarter-pound block of C-4 
explosive to punch a shooting hole 
in the adobe-style walls. Most Iraqi 
homes and buildings were of a cin- 
der-block, stucco-covered type of 
construction. This made for solid de- 
fensive shooting positions, but was 


ve 


On patrol, after the battle. Lieutenant 
Steve Ruh looks across at the author 
in the rear seat of a HMMWV at Camp 
Marc Lee, August 2007. Photo by Dick 
Couch 


often hard to punch holes in for 

sniper work. Here, again, the resi- 

dents were compensated for this 
damage. That said, it’s hard to pic- 
ture some American Gls ina 
French farmhouse paying for any 
damage they might have caused 
while they fought the Germans, but 
that’s how it was done in Ramadi. 
The Iraqi scouts held security in the 
lower floors and watched the resi- 
dents while the SEAL snipers looked 
over their precision weapons and 
waited for insurgents. Once secured 
and sited, the residence became an 
overwatch position, sometimes 
called an OP. 

“Once the SEALs got in place on 
the outer perimeter,” Mike Bajema 
said of the Falcon operation, “we 
were as prepared as we could be to 
defend the battlespace around the 
COP. Now the Army engineers, the 
Navy Seabees, and the support ele- 
ments rolled into Falcon and started 
a 48-hour nonstop build-out of the 
site. Trucks began to ferry equipment 
and building materials in from 
Camp Ramadi, often taking sniper 
fire as they came and went. They 
dropped more than 200 twelve-foot 
concrete-wall T-barriers, set up 2000 
meters of concertina, and strung God 
knows how many feet of electrical 
wire. It was a minor construction 
miracle.” 


“Those of us on the operational 
end of things often don’t often un- 
derstand, or get the chance to appre- 
ciate, the work of the engineers,” 
Lieutenant Commander Jack 
Williams said of the COP construc- 
tion crews, “but they were totally 
awesome.” Williams came into COP 
Falcon with armor elements to see 
his SEALs in their initial overwatch 
position at the COP site. He re- 
mained there after they moved out 
into the outlying overwatch posi- 
tions to ensure that amid all the com- 
motion, their locations and area 
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clearances were known to other 
friendly units. “It takes some courage 
to do what we do, but in my opinion 
it takes a whole different kind of 
courage to keep your mind on your 
job—unloading trucks, setting up 
barriers, installing generators—while 
insurgents are out there trying to kill 
you. They worked like dogs, eight- 
een hours a day or more—exposed, 
wearing helmets and body armor in 
115° heat. Those Army engineers and 
Seabees were true heroes. When they 
were building those combat out- 
posts, all of us worked to keep them 
safe. We SEALs stood in their 
shadow; they were nothing short of 


magnificent.” 


Inside the perimeter of the new 
COP, engineers and soldiers alike 
worked at a fever pitch, laying con- 
certina wire, moving supplies, and 
carrying sandbags amid the drone of 
generators. Outside the outpost 
grounds, between the new concrete- 
barrier walls and the tanks and 
Bradleys on the outer security 
perimeter, Soldiers patrolled the 


j White, heavyweight 100% 
f cotton s 10 tsi 2 


streets, carefully searching the upper 
stories of buildings for insurgent ac- 
tivity. Skirmishes happened often. 
Overhead, F/A-18 fighters and drone 
aircraft circled the new COP while 
keeping human and electronic eyes 
on the surrounding area. At night, 
there were AC-130 gunships over- 
head as well. And well outside the 
foot patrols and the armor, Lars Bea- 
mon and his snipers kept watch on 
the streets of Ramadi, specifically 
along the routes the insurgents might 
take to get to those building COP Fal- 
con. This was a relatively new game 
for the SEALs and the insurgents, 
and a learning experience for both. 
SEALs train for this and know how 
to conduct sniper overwatches, but 
usually in the context of covering a 
single special mission, such as a raid 
or an assault, or to protect a conven- 
tional force patrolling in the street. 
They also train for these overwatch 
operations with the idea that they 
would be shooting from positions 
unknown to or hidden from the 
enemy. And for the most part, their 
training is for short-duration mis- 
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sions. Now they were going out and 
sitting in shooting positions from 
two to four days at a time. Some- 
times the objective of the overwatch 
was area denial, as with COP Falcon, 
and sometimes it was to provide top 
cover for Soldiers and Marines pa- 
trolling in the streets in support of an 
extended combat operation, like a 
cordon-and-search operation. The in- 
surgents quickly became adept at lo- 
cating these overwatch positions. 
And if the SEALs managed to set up 
in an overwatch undetected, that ad- 
vantage went away with the first 
shot taken. With this first shot, the 
overwatch often became nothing 
more than an elevated, covered posi- 
tion from which to engage the insur- 
gents in a sustained gun battle. 


The insurgents knew the city and 
the neighborhoods far better than the 
Americans. If they didn’t intuitively 
know the location of the best and 
most likely positions the overwatch 
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They also learned how to move in 
the dead spaces where they were 
screened from their enemy’s fields of 
fire, both from the COPs and from 
the sniper OPs. For the insurgents 
moving on the street, these were life- 
and-death lessons in trigonometry; 
those who didn’t master this skill, or 
were careless or less nimble, were 
quickly killed. They learned from 
bitter experience just how accom- 
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harvest of insurgents in Ramadi, es- 
pecially early on during the building 
of the initial COPs. In many cases, 
each of these insurgent deaths was a 
mistake on their part—and a lesson 
learned. They soon began to under- 
stand the methods and tactics of 
these skilled urban shooters and to 
develop countermeasures. 
“Shooting these guys was very 
easy at the beginning,” a SEAL 
sniper told me. “They were careless. 
One day there were these two muj 
heading for anew COP on a motor 
scooter. One had an AK-47 and the 
other an RPG. One of our snipers got 
them both with a single round—one 
shot, two kills. But it gradually got 
harder. It was a Darwinian thing. We 
shot most of the stupid ones, and 
that left the smarter ones to evolve 
and survive. But we evolved as well. 
And even for some of the hard-core 
fighters out there, all they had to do 


‘was make one wrong move at the 


wrong time or take one too many 
chances. When they crossed an open 
area, we might not get the first one, 
but we'd get the second—and the 
third if they were dumb enough to 
try it. We’re SEALs, and we were 
very good when we got to Ramadi. 
For the insurgents in Ramadi or who 
came to Ramadi, they became good 
or died in the process.” 


ANOTHER WARRIOR IN 
THE BATTLESPACE 

SEAL contributions to the battle 
extended well past precision shoot- 
ing. In their role in Ramadi as “an- 
other warrior in the battlespace,” 
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rior rather than a special warrior. Yet: 
few watriors arrive in the battlespace 
better prepared or with more exten- 
sive training. Most first-tour SEALs 
will have trained for two-and-a-half 
years before they go in harm’s way. 
Given that they have a maritime skill 
set that can command a third of that 
time, it’s still far more comprehen- 
sive than the basic and advanced in- 
faniry training afforded new Soldiers 
and Marines. These Sailors train and 
drill in ground assault and fire-and- 
movement—repetitively, and in dif- 
ferent kinds of terrain. They practice 
these disciplines at all levels of train- 
ing with live fire. Jack Williams likes 
to tell the story of one of his new as- 
sistant platoon OICs on his first com- 
bat tour. He was in one of the COPs 
when a call for help came in. One of 
the Army military transition teams 
(MiTT) and some of their Iraqis were 
pinned down by snipers and unable 
to move. This young officer quickly 
collected a squad of SEALs and 
jundis in two HMMWVs and hurried 
to their location. When he got to the 
MiTT and the Army major in charge, 
they were still taking fire from the in- 
surgent snipers. He immediately 
sent a SEAL-scout element to flank 
them. With suppressing fire from the 
flank, he split his remaining element 
into two groups and began to 
leapfrog toward the enemy position. 
They were able to kill one of the in- 
surgents and drive the others off. 

“You guys were terrific,” the major 
said in thanking his rescuers. “You 
must have a lot of experience in 
urban combat.” 

“Not really,” the SEAL, a junior- 
grade lieutenant, replied. “This was 
my first firefight.” Ta 


NEXT: Analysis of the first time that 
SEALs operate in direct and continu- 
ous support of conventional forces in. 
combat 


Sheriff of Ramadi, by Dick Couch, is 
available from Naval Institute Press. 288 
pages, $29.95, 
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AC-17 Elobemaster Ill aircraft aeeloved from McGuire Air Force Base, N.J., taxis after landing on Joint Base Balad, Iraq, 31 October, 
2008, following a recent rainfall. U.S. Airmen from the 332nd Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron are pumping storm floodwaters 
out of living areas and are building retention ponds to minimize mosquito outbreaks. (DoD photo by Airman 1st Class Jason Epley, 


U.S. Air Force/Released) 


off a spectacular hostage rescue in 
Mogadishu in 1979. So we know the 
commandos can fight. Yet, according 
to The Scotsman, it seems that a 
three-year deployment to 
Afghanistan by the Kommando 
Spezialkrafte (KSK), a special opera- 
tions force with the German Navy, 
was marked by utter inactivity. Ap- 
parently, 100 trained commandos 
were idle for the whole time! 

A spokesman with the German 
Ministry of Defense disputed the re- 
port from Scotsman, claiming that 
“German Special Forces” partici- 
pated in missions, but said he was 
unable to provide details. 


How utterly disgusting!!! The wusses 
in the German government should have 
at least let the operators volunteer for 
ops, which they most certainly would 
have been thrilled to do. And, the ques- 
tion is, what the hell did they do for 
three years? — RKB 


UNDEREQUIPPED BRITS? 

The decline of the British military 
has been shocking. The Royal 
Navy’s decline in recent years (to in- 
clude selling off relatively new 
ships) was one of the most visible 
signs of this decline. However, the 
decline has hit other areas, and an 
officer with 23 SAS Regiment has re- 
signed over inadequate equipment 
in the wake of the loss of four 
British Army personnel in 
Afghanistan, where their un-hard- 


ened tactical vehicle was destroyed 
by a land mine. 


UNPREPARED FRENCH? 

It seems that the British have not 
been the only ones dealing with a 
lack of preparedness while in 
Afghanistan. Worse, the French may 
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have tried to cover it up by denying 
shortfalls existed! Internet journalist 
Michael Yon posted photos that 
back up reports in the press about a 
secret report that claims the French, 
who lost ten personnel (nine para- 


Continued on page 80 


IS PISTON SYSTEM 


Think of it as an AR 
that doesn’t get dirty 
and always works!" 


* Of course, we recommend regular 
maintenance for any firearm, but 
this system reduces cleaning toa 

minimum, and increases 
reliability to the max! 


Bushmaster's new Gas Piston Retrofit K Kit for Mat Carbines — a eta conversion ee kit with ronda 
This easy installation (handtools) brings reliability & ease of maintenance to your M4 Carbine (Part# GP-GSR) 


wun, bushmastorcom for more information, or call! 7928 
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Truly fine instruments never ap- 
pear out of a vacuum, but are devel- 
oped from an idea. Such was the case 
of John Moses Browning’s timeless 
45 ACP caliber Model of 1911 pistol. 
Stronger than ever, the 1911 remains 
king of the autopistols across the 
board 

However, the Model of 1911 did 
not materialize overnight, but only 
on the heels of years of other Brown- 
ing autopistol development. Even 
after the tremendous success of the 
1911, the pistol was improved more 
than a decade later, as the Model of 
1911A1, in which capacity it contin- 

ued to serve the 

, US. military 

teh ay until 1985. 
In fact, the 

1911 con- 

tinues to 

serves 
some 


as ee 


q Corps 
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special operations forces, as well as 
the special weapons and tactics 
(SWAT) units of many law enforce- 
ment agencies. One of the best 
known is the SWAT unit of the Los 
Angeles Police Department (LAPD). 


Formed shortly after (the first) 
Watts riot (August 11, 1965), LAPD’s 
SWAT unit soon was allowed to 
carry .45 ACP 1911-type pistols in- 
stead of the .38 Special revolver that 
was then standard issue. These guns 
were drawn from a variety of confis- 
cated 1911 pistols, as well as those 
purchased by individual officers as- 
signed to SWAT, all such pistols first 
certified by LAPD armorors. These 
roughly 100 pistols were of various 
makes, both G.I. and commercial, 
with an even greater number of 
“custom” features. 

As the years passed, the 1911-type 
pistols used by the LAPD SWAT unit 
continued to shoot thousands of 
rounds per year in practice and 
required increasing 
maintenance. 


Finally, 
in 2004, the 
LAPD agreed 
to purchase new 


eyed shooting the Gold Combat Il. 
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By Gary Paul Johnston 


1911-type pistols for its SWAT unit in 
order to have all pistols uniform 
with regard to make, mode and fea- 
tures. After rigorously testing 1911- 
type pistols from six major 
manufacturers, the LAPD SWAT unit 
selected a special version of the Kim- 
ber Custom 1911 pistol, one with a 
dedicated SureFire Tactical Weapon 
Light. These guns are still issued to 
LAPD SWAT personnel. 


Not long after the LAPD SWAT 
unit adopted its special version of 
the 45ACP Kimber Custom 1911, the 
US Special Operations Command 
(USSOCOM) USMC’s Detachment-1 
(Det-1) followed suit with a Kimber 
Custom 1911 of its own design. In 
addition to the many custom fea- 
tures standard on the Kimber 


: | Custom, 
the USMC 
% specified a 
number of ad- 
ditional cus- 
tom features. 
These included a 
checkered front strap, Daw- 
son Light Rail from Dawson. 
Precision, G-10 “Gunner” Grips 
from Strider Knives, Novak Lo- 
Mount Sights and more. A special 
version of a SureFire Tactical 
Weapon Light and a custom Safari- 
land Model 6400 Series Holster were 
part of the USMC’s package. 


Col. James Beard, US Army Special Forces (ret.), carried a 1911 for many years, and 


< 


The LAPD | Cimbet 

In the wake of the LAPD SWAT 
and the USMC adopting the Kimber 
1911, the personnel of another spe- 
cialized LAPD unit were taking note. 
These were members of the Special 
Investigation Section (SIS). 

The SIS is a relatively small unit for 
a department with over 8,000 officers, 
whose hours of duty are 24/7 with 
everyone potentially on call. As with 
most small police units, in which long 
stakeouts and tailing suspects are ~ 
standard operating procedure, this 
one generates extreme dedication. 
After operating for a number of years 
from several departmental entities 
and under as many names, SIS has 
been responsible for taking untold 
numbers of the worst criminals off 
the streets of L.A. Among these crim- 
inals was the famous “Hillside Stran- 

te 

Adopted in four models, the Kim- 
ber SIS 1911 was approved for indi- 
vidual purchase by officers 
assigned to the SIS. The SIS model 
came with a host of custom fea- 
tures, one of which was Kimber’s in- 
tegral frame rail, a feature not 
available at the time the LAPD 
SWAT and USMC purchased their 
Kimbers. However, if you're won- 
dering why all the Kimber history 
here, well, part of it is related to the 


The Gold Combat II is seen in the excellent 
Safariland 6377 holster, along with the revo- 
lutionary new Tomahawk Tactical Light from 
First-Light USA. 


evolutionary aspect mentioned 
above. But another part of 
it is a unique feature 
specified by SIS, and 
one never before seen 
on a production 1911 
pistol Sas 
The Cocking 
Sight 

For years 
there have 
been studies 


of retract- 
ing the slide 
of an autopistol 
by using a part 
of the slide or, 
more recently, the 
rear sight. If you’re 
wondering about the 

likelihood of having to 
retract the slide by using the rear 
sight, the LAPD has done a large 
case study of the issue. Scenarios in- 
clude one’s strong hand or arm be- 
coming disabled in a fight, having to 
manipulate the slide while driving 
with one hand, or holding onto 
something with the support hand, 
etc. The SIS asked Kimber to design 
a rear sight by which the slide could 
be retracted if necessary. Kimber did 
and the SIS trains to use this special 
rear sight should the necessity ever 
arise. This historical overview brings 
us to the subject at hand. 


yt 

Having made a practice of incor- 
porating the best custom features in 
most if not all of its 1911-type pistols, 
Kimber has done it once again with 
anew 5” barrel 1911 it calls the Gold 
Combat I. Coming standard with all 
features found in the Custom II, the 
Gold Combat II also comes with 
most of the custom features found in 
the LAPD SWAT, USMC and SIS 
Kimbers. These features include both 
front and rear slide-cocking grooves, 


Meprolight Night Sights, an 
excellent undercut trigger 
guard with 30-Ilpi machine 
checkering on the bottom, 
24-Ipi machine 
checkered front 


right side of the Gold 
Combat H's slide are the words, “CUS- 
TOM SHOT?’ They’re not kidding! 


strap, grooved flat top slide, am- 
bidextrous thumb safety and maga- 
zine well extension. The pistol also 
comes with superb new G-10 grips 
and an optional frame rail, and can 
be had in either matte black KimPro 
finish or matte stainless steel. But 
that’s not all. 


orcad in the early 1980's by 
Charles C. Kelsey of Devel, and Irv 
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is ring was made in recognition of the 
Worldwide Personal Protective Services. 
The tempiar cross and shield represents 
| Christianity and protection. The eagle stands for 
} freedom and “Armis Exposcere Pacem” is Latin 
for They demand Peace through Force of Ams’. 
This ring is a symbol to honor the sacrifices many 
have given in their performance of duties. 
Each ring is made-one-at-a time from the finest 
precious metals. It is cast into a single solid 
piece - no giuing, soldering or chance of falling 
apart. It is heavy in weight, extreme in detail 
and made in the United States by me, Mike Carroll. 


30; EXCLUSIVE DESIGNS 


-EAGLERINGS.COM 
1 CARROLL COLLECTION OF US EAGLE RINGS 
16144 W. Port Clinton Road, Prairie View, IL 60069 


888-512-1333 
Available in heavy sterling silver, 10k, 14k &18k gold 
Free brochure Lay-away plan available 
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l ipaivicd have the courage to fight. Whether they fight for those who cannot 
defend themselves or they fight simply to uphold their beliefs...wnomsoever is in 
saritig to others and is willing to stand for justice, Soldier of Fortune will stand 
with them. Military, law enforcement, 
border patrol, Swblic service, U.S. allies...you can read of their adventures in the 
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reviews. 
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Stone of BAR-STO Precision Ma- 
chine, the 1911 bushingless barrel is 
nothing new. However, the stainless 
steel version used by Kimber is far 
and away the most improved bush- 
ingless barrel system I’ve yet seen, 
and it provides match accuracy in 
addition to putting slightly more 
weight forward. Yes, it does use a 
full-length recoil spring guide rod, 
but while I have no use for these in 
conventional 1911 pistols, I have no 
problem with this one. This is be- 
cause the pistol does not require a 
“special” tool to field strip it (a paper 
clip will do). Unlike a standard bush- 
ing system, one could literally rinse 
debris out of the Gold Combat II 
with its slide locked back by pouring 
water from a canteen. 

However, to completely fieldstrip 
the Gold Combat IL, first remove the 
magazine and ensure the chamber is 
empty. As Ron Avery stresses, 
“Nothing in its mouth and nothing 
to feed it.” Next draw back the slide 
to slide lock and insert the short end 
of the “L”-shaped pin (furnished) 
into the exposed tiny hole in the 


Continued from page 73 


guide rod. Then draw back the slide 
to its disassembly notch 
and push the slide stop 
pin partially out from 
the right side. Now pull 
it out the rest of the way 
from the left while hold- 
ing the slide back slightly. 
Without depressing the 
grip safety, simply remove 
the slide group off the 
front of the frame as a unit. 
With the slide removed, 
the recoil spring guide and 
its captive spring and the 
above pin can be withdrawn 
to the rear. The barrel can 
then be withdrawn out the 
front and the pistol can be 
cleaned and lubricated as 
needed. No further disassem- 
bly is necessary or recom- 


mended, although the firing 

pin can also be removed 

with proper instruction. 

Could I live with the Gold _ The Gold Combat II was perfectly at home in Black- 
Combat II out of the box? Hawk’s Tactical Serpa Holster, which also holds a spare 


You bet, but there’s more magazine and the SureFire light seen here. 
: 


Continued on page 76 


TO OWN THE NIGHT, NOTHING IS MORE CRITICAL THAN THE LIGHT YOU CARRY. Built with an 
ultralight carbon fiber composite body, all-conditions durability, intuitive tailcap switch, state-of-the-art 
LED system, custom optics and lithium power. One light does it all. LED technology. MIL-STD-1913 
rail mountable and MIL-STD-810F tested. See for yourself at www.inova-mil.com. 


High-Performance LEDs Patented Vented Head 
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Single-Hand Operation 


i NOVA 


SPECIAL PROJECTS DIVISION 


Ultralight - 4.5 oz. Programmable Tailcap 


See us at the SHOT Show, booth #271. 
INFOACE and ONE LIGHT are trademarks of Emissive Energy Corp. Patents pending. 
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NAVAL INSTITUTE PRESS 


By Dick Couch 
Foreword by Sen. John McCain 
Hardcover / 9781591141389 
$29.95 


“Thanks to the careful 
research and insightful 
analysis of Dick Couch, we 
now have a much deeper 
understanding of a pivotal 
battle that began the process 
of expelling al-Qaeda from its 
stronghol ” 

— Senaror Joun McCain 


“No one writes about the Navy 
SEALs with more authority 
than Dick Couch. Here he 
puts us on the ground with the 
SEALs in al-Anbar, making 
the Battle of Ramadi come 
alive.’ 

— Steve Fainaru, author of 

Big Boys Rules 


“T had never worked with 
warriors of such high caliber. 
-»» The losses that the SEALs 
suffered in Ramadi cemented 
that relationship in my mind. 
Anyone who shed blood, sweat, 
and tears in Ramadi with us 
will always be a part of our 
band of brothers.” 

— Cot Sean MACFARLAND, 
Commander Ist Brigade Combat 
Team, Ramadi Ist Armored 


In addition to all of the above 
features, the Kimber Gold Combat 
II comes with the exact slide-cock- 
ing Meprolight rear sight as is 
standard issue with the LAPD’s 
SIS Kimber pistol. This is essen- 
tially Kimber’s standard rear 
sight, redesigned with a ledge that 
allows it to be used to retract the 
slide. As good looking as it is 
functional, this sight will never 


get in the way even if you never 
use it, but don’t take slide cocking 
lightly. The act requires lots of prac- 
tice to be done safely, especially if 
the edge of one’s holster is used to 
catch the sight on. Exposing one’s 
body to injury is highly likely, not 

to mention the difficulty of using a 
belt with the sight! 

The rear sight is most likely to be 
used for cocking during a malfunc- 
tion, and that is the way I would 
train my people, with strict emphasis 
on placement of the trigger finger 
and not covering one’s body with 
the muzzle. Better and far safer 
things to use for sight cocking are a 
steering wheel, doorframe or other 
available fixed object. 


iacricai Lignrs 

Since my sample black KimPro 
Gold Combat II came without a 
frame rail, I tested it with both Sure- 
Fire hand-held tactical lights and 
First-Light’s new Tomahawk Light. 
Being used to conventional hand- 
held lights, I still found the Toma- 
hawk to offer several solutions to 
problems law enforcement officers 
face, not the least of which is allow- 
ing the hand to be free while still 
holding the light, as well as having 
an instant strobe function. 


Continued from page 75 


— 
ate 


Above: The Gold Combat II comes with 
' perfect checkering on the bottom of its 
trigger guard and front strap, along with 
a magazine well extension and unique 
Micarta grips. 
Left: The Gold Combat Il’s “SIS” rear 
sight can be used to cock the slide if nec- 
essary. 
Below: The unique muzzle of the Gold 
Combat Il’s barrel is seen here. It locks 
up perfectly. 


Holsters 

The Gold Combat II was right at 
home in BlackHawk’s Serpa and Tac- 
tical Serpa holsters and Safariland’s 
new Model 6377 and 6378 security 
holsters. Designed by Bill Rogers, the 
Model 6377 (shown), with its suede 
lining, is one of the finest, most se- 
cure and fastest holsters I’ve used. 


The Gold Combat II’s sight picture 
is as good as any conventional com- 
bat sights and the ambidextrous 
thumb safety worked perfectly. I was 
even able to depress the grip safety 
sufficiently when shooting high 
thumb. Magazines fell free when re- 
leased and could be inserted in a 
flash into the gun’s magazine well 
extension. The trigger of my sample 
Gold Combat II had a crisp letoff of a 
hair over 3 pounds, which con- 
tributed to the accuracy obtained 
with the gun. 
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Safariland 
3120 East Mission Blvd., Dept. 
SOF 
Ontario, CA 91761 
(800) 347-1200 
(safariland.com) 


SureFire, LLC 

18300 Mt. Baldy Cir., Dept. SOF 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
(800) 828-8809 

(surefire.com) & 


WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publica- 
tion, including technical data, reports of any activities, infor- 
mation, events and circumstances under controlled situations 

and under supervised contro! have not been tested nor ap- 
proved nor were under the control of Soldier of Fortune Maga- 
zine, Reports are transmitted from independent sources to 

_ which SOF has neither supervision nor control. The data is 
transmitted for reporting events by the author. Soldier of For- 
tune Magazine, its agents, officers, consultants nor any other 
individual or entity reject any and all responsibility for any re- 
porting in this publication. Any reports in this publication do not 
provide detail for comprehensive safety techniques, training 
techniques, training precautions that are absolutely essential for 
any covered or similar activity. The reader MUST not attempt 


Recoil was manageable 
even when shooting .45 ACP 
+P ammunition of various makes 


and bullet weights, such as 230-grain _Left: Ready for complete disassem- any reported activity, technique or use of equipment based 
JHP by Federal and COR-BON. Both _ bly, the Gold Combat Il is seen with its upon any reports in this publication. Comprehensive training, 

; | a special pin securing its recoil spring. guidance and supervision is always necessary when engaging 
of these provided exceptional oa Right: The Gold Combat Ill is seen field in any activity of which any report in this publication mentions or 
racy, with most hand-held 5-shot stripped using only the small pin to se- gives any reference to. The views of the authors do not repre- 
groups hovering about 2 inches at 25 _cure its recoil spring. sent the views of the Soldier of Fortune Magazine 


yards. Match grade 230-grain .45 
ACP ammunition did even better, 
with 5 shots often going into just 


AGRIP WIth If 
over one inch. No malfunctions of a 
any kind were experienced with the IVI ) () : » THE FORWARD HANDGRIP 
Gold Combat II. Other than the 3 5 f } FOR THE M203 
frame rail and stainless steel 5” bar- = % IS NOW AVAILABLE! 


rel Gold Combat II pistols, no other 
versions are offered. 

Whether you're a professional who 
uses a pistol for duty, one who likes 
to invest in fine handguns, or some- 
where in between, I’m sure you'll 
agree that this new Kimber is as 
good as gold. For information on 
Kimber’s new Gold Combat II and 
all their superb firearms, contact 
Kimber Mfg., One Lawton St., Dept. 
SOF, Yonkers, NY 10705, (800) 880- 
2418 (kimberamerica.com). instantly attaches to any M203 grenade launcher. 

No tools or modifications required. 


Fits the M203, M203PI and M203A1 launchers 
with long or short barrels. 


40mm operators now have all the advantages 
of the Forward HandGrip so popular on the 
M16 and M4 rifles. 


' 
1; 


BlackHawk Products Group 


a RR oa mE wae MANUFACTURED BY: | Provides a rock-solid grip and detaches instantly. 
(800) 694-5263 i MI Optional flashlight accessory available. 
(blackhawk.com) EGUIPMENT Lightweight and rugged, the M203grip is 
First-Light, LLC Tel: 305-470-2000 | available with a handle that features a 

320 County Rd. 1100 North, Dept. Fax: 305-470-2008 | waterproof battery compartment that holds 
SOF . info@m203grip.com (2) AA or (3) N or (2) type-123 3-volt batteries. 
Seymour, IL61875 www.m203grip.com This product is protected by one or mire patents, issued and/or pending, in the U.S, and worktwide. 
(first-light-usa.com) 
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FROM AN AIR FORCE CREW CHIEF 


This trip is almost over. This entire been on are hard, maybe 
trip has been the same, as in what we not as hard as what our 
do each day. Mine has gone something Vietnam and prior war sol- 
like this: diers have gone through, 
2300: Get up and get dressed, walk to —_ but hard in a different way. 
the chow-hall which opens at 2330 and ‘There is still the stress 
spend about 15 minutes eat-' of the task, the 
ing. long hours 


0000: Get on the van and lack 

and head to work of com- 

to get my briefing forts. Those 

and flight __ things you have 
schedule. to see and hear. 
0015 until 1245: Then there are 
Launch and recover the chances of being 
and any maintenanag} : injured or killed, 

on the jets. whether it be froma 
1245: Head “home,” mortar blast or shot 
change into PT gear by one of the insur- 
and walk to the chow- gent snipers who like 
hall, eat, back to the to fire thru the chain- 
room, shower and try to gettobed by _ link fence that surrounds the base. 


1500. This war is much different than those 
past. We are fighting differently, and 
7 DAY JUST WRAPS INTO THE the enemy is using different tactics, but 


you still find yourself using those 
“basic skills” that we are taught early 
on in our military careers to stay alive. 


THE UNAPPRECIATED, “WOUNDED” 


VIETNAM VETS 
One thing that happens in the States 


The next day....all over again..and 
again..and again..and again. We can 
only break the cycle by doing things 
like spending time at the hospital as 
volunteers, or at the REC center. Trips 
like this, and the last several I have 


SOF BOOSTS MORALE 

Just wanted to say that getting SOF here is a major morale boost in the 
unit. Keep them coming. I’m a combat medic in Mosul, Iraq on the end of 
a fifteen month tour, and SOF has been here through it all. Thanks again. 


SPC Ben Chapman 


el 


is that I have “Vets” come up to me 


a | jf mae, 2 


and thank me for what I do...and I 
greatly appreciate that, because I know 
what we are doing is important, and I 
recognize that as well as the huge dif- 
ference we are making here in Iraq. Yet 
it’s hard for me to imagine what the 
Vietnam vets went thru...they are the 
ones who did their tours which were 
much tougher. And they did not have 
near the support we have from the 
American citizens— a support is what 
keeps us going, deployment after de- 
ployment. 

Today marks my 213th day in Iraq, 
and my 478th day deployed to this 
war. My tour started with launching F- 
16’s out of Turkey for Operation 
Northern Watch, then on to Qatar for 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, to where I 
am today, in Balad, Iraq for the third 
time. I am tired and ready to go home. 
This might be my last day in Iraq. lam 
not sure where the future will send 
me, Afghanistan? Iraq? 

Everyone has their opinion on this 
war. Many of those opinions are based 
on emotion and what those who hold 
the opinions hear from the media and 
politicians. As I have said before, listen 
to your soldiers. We have seen this war 
firsthand and know the difference we 
are making. Please take my word that 
we need to be here! 

Here is a group photo of all of our 


guys. 


TSgt. Ronald W. Stokes 
Balad, Iraq 
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5.11’S EMBELLISHMENT SHOP 
Local 5.11 Dealer works directly with 5.11’s new Custom Shop to 


End-users can now order 5.11 products and have them profession- 
ally embellished at 5.11’s full-service Custom Shop. 5.11’s Custom 
Shop offers expert customer service, custom embroidery, heat press, 
screen-printing and alterations. Because no one knows 5.11 products 
better than 5.11 Tactical, the company guarantees the embellishment 
workmanship of all custom embroidery, heat press and screen-printing 
services provided by its Custom Shop. 

For a 5.11 Custom Shop quote, visit www.51 {tactical.com to locate 
your closest 5.11 Dealer, or order from the 5.11 website. 

Contact: 5.11 Tactical Series, 4300 Spyres Way, Modesto, CA 
95356 « Phone: 209.527.4511 ¢ Toll Free: 866.451.1726 
Fax: 209.527.1511 


STREAMLIGHT TLR-1 and TLR-2 
Streamlight® Inc. announced it has introduced enhanced versions of 

its leading tactical gun-mount TLR-1® and TLR-2@ lights, offering law 

enforcement officers and tactical personnel extraordinary brightness in 

low-light situations with new power C4 

LED technology. The TLR-2 also comes 

equipped with an integrated laser sight. 

Securely fitting to a broad range of 

weapons, the TLR-1 and TLR-2 mount di- 

rectly to handguns with Glock-style rails 

and 1913/Picatinny rails, Both the 

TLR-1 and TLR-2 come with keys 

for Glock-style, Picatinny, Beretta 

92, S&W 99 and S&W TSW rails. 

Contact: Streamlight®, Inc., 

30 Eagleville Road, 

Eagleville, Pa, 19403 

Phone 1-800-523-7488 

Fax 1-800-220-7007 

Web http://www.streamlight.com/ 


SAFARILAND NMODEL RK-M4 RAIL KIT 

Safariland announces today the addition of the Model RK-M4 Rail 
Kit, to the company’s extensive variety of duty, tactical and conceal- 
ment holsters and accessories. 

Attaching to three different rails simultane- 
ously, the new Mode! RK-M4 Rail Kit al- 
lows for quick attachment of rails to 
the forward end of AR-15, M4 
and M16 rifles. Providing added 
versatility which allows users to 
customize the rail for their indi- 
vidual needs, the new Model RK- 
M4 can attach two accessories to 
the upper forearm and one to the 
bottom rail. 
Contact: Safariland, 3120 E. Mission Bivd., Ontario, CA 91761 
Phone: (800)347-1200 * Web: www. Safariland.com 


produce custom embroidery, heat press, screen-printing and alterations. 


TRU-SPEC 24-7 SERIES 
TRU-SPEC by Atlanco has added 
several ultra-comfortable, lightweight 
items to its extremely popular 24-7 Se- 
ties of duty/casual apparel. Like the 
original 24-7 cotton pants which were 
first introduced at the 2008 SHOT Show 
and quickly carved out a large share of 
the market, the new 24-7 items have 
been inspired by the multi-function 
trousers and other apparel commonly 
worn by many police tactical teams, but 
all 24-7 items have been designed for 
both style and function and they easily 
cross the line between on-duty and off- 
duty wear. 
Contact: TRU-SPEC, 1125 Hayes Indus- 
trial Drive, Marietta, GA 30062-2448 
PH: 1.800.241.9414 or 1.770.427.1334 
FAX: 1.770.427.9011 


INOVA INFORCE LED HANDHELD 


LIGHTING SYSTEMS 

INOVA® INFORCE™ LED Handheld 
Lighting Systems render all tactical op- 
tions available when preparing any mis- 
sion. From all purpose white light with 
built-in CQB strobe™ and search and 
rescue beacon to mission-specific pro- 
grammable color selection and light inten- 
sity, the INFORCE does it all. Features 
include high-performance LEDs, propri- 
etary regulation circuitry, advanced 
TIROS®@ lens, ultra-light carbon compos- 
ite body, and o-ring seals making it water- 
proof to 66 feet. In addition, it's MOLLE 
compatible, MIL-STD-1913 rail mount- 
able, MIL-STD-810F tested. 
Contact: INOVA, Special Projects Divi- 
sion, 135 Circuit Drive, North Kingstown, 
RI 02852 
Phone: (401)294-2030 ext. 212 
E-mail: info @inova-mil.com 
Web: www.inova-mil.com 


CAA COUNTDOWN MAGAZINE 
The Count Down magazine from CAA 
has a visual, color-coded indicator show- 
ing the exact number of rounds left in the 
magazine. 30-20 rounds have a green 
background, 19-10 rounds have a yellow 
back ground, and 9-1 rounds have a red 
background. In addition, there is a second 
indicator on the bottom of the magazine. 
The numbers are self-illuminated for low- 
light conditions and the operator does not 
have to shift positions to see the indicator. 
The magazine and round count indicator 
are both ambidextrous and ergonomic. 
Contact: Command Arms Accessories, 76 
Vincent Circle, lvyland, PA 18974 
Phone: 267-803-1517 
Email: info@commandarms.com 
Web: www.commandarms.com 
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BU LLETI LN BOARD Continued from page 71 


troopers and a member of the contrary, the enemy forces never 
French Foreign Legion) inan August _ overran the observation post (where 
ambush, were also unprepared and __ eight of the paratroopers were 


USS MICHAEL MONSOOR 


The latest Zumwalt-class de- 


under-equipped. killed), nor did they overrun the pa- stroyer will be named USS Michael 
WANAT FOLLOW-UP trol base. The bad news: Some local Monsoor, a Medal of Honor recipi- 
3 authorities were apparently complicit | €nt from Operation Iraqi Freedom. 


In another follow-up, this time ona in the attack, possibly because of Tal- __ | It is a well-deserved honor for this 
iban coercion. 


somewhat better note, a report has American hero, who covered a 


been released grenade during fighting in Ra- 

on the Wanat madi, and who appeared on the 
firefight on 13 cover of SOF. When will we see 

July, 2008, in the Navy announce the USS Brad 

which nine Kasal, USS Marcus Luttrell, and 
members of C USS Joshua Chiarini? 

Company, 

2nd Battalion, 

173rd Air- 

borne 

Brigade, were 

killed in ac- 

tion. The re- 

port appears 

to confirm 

earlier reports 

that cast 

doubt on A photo illustration of the Zumwait-class 

mainstream destroyer USS Michael Monsoor (DDG 

a Feiaveie = 1001). The ship will be named after Mas- 
lets’ clai A gun team from Alpha Battery, 2nd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery ter-at-Arms 2nd Class Michael Monsoor 
eg Cet Regiment, braces for the concussion as it fires a 105mm howitzer (SEAL) who was posthumously awarded 
American during Operation Balls Jackson I, 9 October, 2008. The artillery Sol- the Medal of Honor for his actions during 

paratroopers | diers’ role in the operation was to set up and fire an artillery barrage combat.on 29 September,/2006 in’ Ar Ra: 

‘eae in order to deny enemy extraction routes for an air assault operation pil sa bor anes Oe aouieie 
fanted Tone 10 kilometers away. Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Kevin Doheny, USA. Kevin S. O’Brien/Released) 


USS FREEDOM JOINS THE NAVY 

The Navy commissioned USS Freedom, the first of its Littoral 
Combat Ships, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on 8 November. This new 
ship is fast, can operate in shallower water than current navy ves- 
sels, and can be equipped with all sorts of gear for a variety of mis- 
sions; it will have two crewg,(“Blue” and “Gold”). 


The littoral combat ship 
USS Freedom (LCS 1), the 
first ship in the Navy’s 
new Littoral Combat Ship 
class, prepares to go to 
sea to begin acceptance 
trials. The Navy’s Board of 
Inspection and Survey 
team will conduct the ac- 
ceptance trials in Lake 
Michigan. (U.S. Navy photo 


USS Freedom (LCS 1) Saree Milwaukee harbor preparing fo S 

November, 2008. USS Freedom (LCS 1) is the first of two littoral combat ships bens pro- 
duced for the Navy. Freedom is an innovative combatant designed to operate quickly in 
shallow water environments to counter challenging threats, specifically mines, submarines 
and fast surface craft. U.S. Navy photo by John Sheppard (Released) 4 


by Mass Communication 
Specialist 3rd Class Jhi L. 
Scott/Released) 
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DON’T FORGET US CONTRACTORS!! 


I have been a lifelong fan of SOF anyone associated with it cannot be dressed as locals. Over the years we 


since I was a young private in the directly involved. have learned Arabic and Kurdish, 
US Army. Iam now a re- which has allowed us to now 
tired 19 Delta from West . operate without an inter- 


Virginia. eee preter and better blend in. 

I have been operating Saad lil ger Ihave attached a picture of 
inside Iraq since 2004. I myself just outside of Mosul 
have worked with and citable ‘in nah of a sign that makes 
learned a lot from individ- Bupa Sse me laugh every time I pass it. 
uals who have written = It has been a goal of mine 
several books such as Fire- to make the pages of SOF 
power and most recently magazine. All the attention in 
Dirty Combat. the media is on our men and. 

My counterpart from women in uniform — that’s as 
South Africa and J operate it should be and they have 
country wide under the » } my full support and respect 
cover of a logistical/ ) = as they have taken on a heavy 
cargo company part time burden. 
and live among the local But the behind-the-scenes 
population in a normal sigs eee |) operators like myself need 
house without any secu- our story to be told. 
rity. This works well as it doesn’t We operate in such areas as Mosul, Regards 
bring any attention to us. Kirkuk, Erbil, Sulmania, Tikrit, and Mr. Smith 

The real score is making and broker- Baghdad without any backup of any 
ing deals and deliveries (money, kind (ie., armored vehicles and large Well, Mr. Smith, we have helped you 
equipment) that are of a sensitivena- PSDs). We operate as a two-man meet your goal of being in the pages of 
ture where the US Government and team with only 9mm’s and AKs, SOF. 


TACTICAL ADVANTAGE 


Fast, Sure, anpD Ruecep THE Mmierr Zoom Dor 
1S ON TARGET FOR RIFLE, SHOTGUN AND HANDGUN. 


Designed to go the distance in the most adverse conditions, waterproof to 300 
feet, temperatures from -40 to +160F and impact to 2000g. Simple construction, 
no wires or switches to break or fail. Automatic dot illumination adjustment: The 
dot gets brighter automatically as lighting conditions go from dark to 
light. Tactical sighting with dot size adjustable from 1moa for long range 
accuracy to 10moa for COB. Battery life of up to 10,000 hours. Automatic 
on/off: Opening the covers automatically tums on the Zoom Dot. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT AND MILI ALL FOR SPECIA 1N 


Patent No. 6,967,775 


Grabber Mount 


‘ih 


oy, 1S THE ONLY one OEVICE OF ITS TYPE TO GIVE YOU BOTH: 


Find out why Millett is 
rapidly becoming the 
leader in tactical optics 
and sighting devices fog 
nora aad q 


16131 GotHaRo STREET NTI ach, CA 92647 


1-800- MILLETT 
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* by Lt. Col. Oliver North, USMC (Ret.) 


Protect and Defend 


GULFPORT, Miss. “We're the heart 
of the U.S. military. Our sons and 
daughters serve, and our neighbors 
build military ships.” That’s how a fan 
put it this week [7 November] as I au- 
tographed a copy of American Heroes 
for him during a book-signing session. 
Then he added, “I hope that doesn’t 
change.” He has reason for concern, as 
do those who work at nearby 
Pascagoula Naval Shipyard or Keesler 
Air Force Base or who serve anywhere 
in our nation’s uniform. 

President-elect Barack Obama said 
on election night that “change has 
come to America.” Though the next 
commander in chief has yet to an- 
nounce exactly how he will do it, he 
clearly intends to change the commit- 
ments, capabilities and cost of Amer- 
ica’s military. 

—Commitments: Candidate Obama 
made “ending the war and getting out 
of Iraq” the centerpiece of his foreign 
policy platform from the very begin- 
ning of his campaign two years ago. 
He never has recanted on his goal of 
“bringing our troops home within 16 
months of taking office.” He is also 
adamant that more U.S. and NATO 
troops are needed in Afghanistan. 

Thanks to the courage and persever- 
ance of young Americans in flak jack- 
ets, helmets and flight suits, the 
campaign against radical Islam in 
Mesopotamia is all but over. Iraqi sol- 
diers and police now carry out most 
combat operations against Sunni and 
Shiite terrorists and militias. A phased 
pullout from Iraq will indeed free up 
U.S. combat units for Afghanistan, 
where they are needed. 

But a “total pullout” from Iraq in- 
vites the theocrats in Tehran, who are 
the world leaders in exporting terror 
and are intent on acquiring nuclear 
weapons, to further ambition and ad- 
venture in the region. This week, Iraq’s 
foreign minister, Hoshiyar Zebari, ob- 
viously concerned about a premature 
US. retreat, said that candidate Obama 


“teassured us that he would not take 
any drastic or dramatic decisions.” In 
case the point was missed, he added: 
“When there is a reality check, I think 
any U.S. president has to look very 
hard at the facts on the ground. The 
gains that we have attained and won 
with hard struggle and a great deal of 
sacrifice need to be sustained.” 

Let’s hope that before he pulls the 
plug on the “Land Between the 
Rivers,” the new commander in chief 
will listen carefully to the counsel’of 
Gens. David Petraeus and Ray Odierno 
in Iraq and David McKiernan in 
Afghanistan. Making decisions now 
about force dispositions after inaugura- 
tion may well placate his far-left base, 
but could well prove disastrous for the 
nation. 

—Capabilities: Even before the elec- 
tion, leading Democrats in the House 
and Senate were prognosticating a 
“transformation” in U.S. defense capa- 
bilities. The two most recent Demo- 
cratic presidents made similar 
promises. When Jimmy Carter came to 
office, he all but eliminated our human 
intelligence capabilities and ordered an 
across-the-board reduction of 15 per- 
cent in everything from ships to planes 
to “end strength”—the number of sol- 
diers, sailors, airmen, guardsmen and 
Marines in the services. ; 

Bill Clinton did the same thing, only 
bigger. Half the Army’s divisions dis- 
appeared, along with scores of ships 
and combat air wings. He also intro- 
duced the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy 
to allow gays to serve in the armed 
forces, 

The net effect of both presidents’ ca- 
pabilities cuts was to embolden Amer- 
ica’s adversaries. Arguably, American 
troops still are paying in blood for the 
cost cutting done during the Carter and 
Clinton administrations. That may well 
be happening again, in an ever-more 
dangerous world. 

—Cost Cutting: When the moving 
vans roll up to 1600 Pennsylvania Av- 
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enue in January, it will be the first time 
since Richard Nixon took over from 
Lyndon Johnson that our nation has 
changed its commander in chief while 
at war. Yet leaks from the Obama tran- 
sition team and Capitol Hill indicate 
that cuts in defense spending are a top 
priority. 

Pulling U.S. troops out of Iraq would 
“save” $10 billion per month. Further 
“savings” can be found by cutting pro- 
duction of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, 
the F-22 Raptor, Virginia-class nuclear 
attack submarines, the V-22 Osprey 
and the DDG-1000 destroyer. Convert- 
ing the national missile defense system 
back to a basic research program, elimi- 
nating two Air Force fighter wings, and 
putting a naval carrier strike group in 
mothballs would “save” hundreds of 
billions more. Rep. Barney Frank, 
chairman of the House Financial Serv- 
ices Committee, has called for a 25 per- 
cent reduction—about $150 billion—in 
the Pentagon’s budget, and said, “We 
don’t need all these fancy new 
weapons.” 

Any of these cuts will have the effect 
of seriously reducing U.S. defense ca- 
pabilities. One parochial example: The 
V-22 Osprey is programmed to replace 
all of the U.S. Marines’ 40-year-old CH- 
46 helicopters. Without the Osprey, 
Marines will have to walk to the next 

ight. 

In tes first remarks as president-elect, 
Obama promised defeat to “those who 
would tear the world down.” If that’s 
what he really wants to do, prudence 
dictates that he ought not start by tear- 
ing apart our nation’s defenses. 


Oliver North is the host of "War Stories” on 
Fox News Channel, the founder and honorary 
chairman of Freedom Alliance, and the author of 
American Heroes, To find out more about Oliver 
North and read features by other Creators Syndi- 
cate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com. 
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OUR TACTICAL APPARE 
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THE COMPETITION. 
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( : Roll- up sleeves with 
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® Hidden zipper pocket 


® Elastic cord loop for 
sunglasses or pens 


Zippered pocket hid 
© below eeiteontd . 
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Introducing Warrior Wear 
Tactical Apparel by 
BLACKHAWK!®, it was 
designed by tactical 

operators for tactical 
operations. The battlefield 

has changed. The enemy has 
changed. Your tactical apparel 


has changed. Welcome to the 


new age. Shirts and pants 
available in Khaki, Olive Drab, 
Navy Blue and Black. 
Remember to look for the 
BLACKHAWK! logo. 


BEST OF ALL iF YOU 
DON'T LIKE THEM 
YOU CAN RETURN 
THEM WITHIN 30 
DAYS AND WE'LL 
GIVE YOU YOUR 
MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEED. 
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Big Gun... Small Price 


The 1911 That Makes You an Expert Shot 


Para’s NEW | 
GI EXPERT delivers: 


e Expert Firepower -— an 
8-round .45 ACP magazine. 


GI Expert™ 


Product 
Code: GI45 


« Expert Sight Picture — 
3 white-dot sights that you can see. 


¢ Expert Accuracy — premium stainless steel 
barrel and full metal bushing. 


¢« Expert Trigger —- to make you the best shot you 
can be with a clean, crisp break. 


e Expert Hammer - skeletonized spur for faster 
lock time and to prevent hammer bite. 


e Expert Reliability - the best service, Para’s Gold 
Medallion Lifetime Service Policy. 


¢ Expert Price - Introductory $599° (Manufacturer’s 
Suggested Retail). Dealer prices may be lower. 


To Shoot Like an Expert... 
Contact Your Para Dealer Today. 


Pare USA\ 
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(954) 202-4440 e 1919 N.E. 45th St., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308-5136 


